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PROCEEDI NGS -- 6:00 p. m

M5. SHARKEY: On the record.

This is a public comment hearing of the
Energy Facilities Siting Board in Docket EFSB 22-01,
NSTAR El ectri c Conpany, doing busi ness as Eversource
Energy, in its request for a certificate of
environnental inpact and public interest for the
East Eagl e Substati on.

Good eveni ng and wel cone everybody. To
start, | want to explain howto use Zoomtonight to
ensure that everyone can fully participate in this
public comment hearing fromthe start. W have
interpreters who wll be translating fromEnglish to
Spani sh and Spani sh to English. To select your
desired | anguage, click on the gl obe icon at the
bott om of your screen and sel ect English or Spanish
so that you can hear everything said today with
interpretation as needed. | wll give you a nonent
so you can do that.

(Spani sh instructions.)

M5. SHARKEY: For audio-only
participation, attendees can dial in at area code
646- 558- 8656, which is not a toll-free nunber, and
then enter the webinar ID 82397324201. 1'IlIl repeat
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that nunmber. It is 82397324201.

Pl ease do not check the box that says
mute original audio. W recommend this so that you
can still hear the voice of the actual speaker
faintly in the background, but nostly you wll hear
the voice of the interpreter.

Dial-in participants wll hear the
speaker's voice without interpretation as Zoom does
not offer interpretation for dial-in participants.
However, all coments nade by dial-in participants
on this nunber will be interpreted into Spanish or
Engl i sh.

My nane is Donna Sharkey. [|'mthe
presiding officer in this proceeding and am
conducting the public comment hearing being held
tonight. Before we begin tonight I would like to
acknow edge wi th sadness the recent death of forner
Board nenber and Departnent of Public Uilities
Chair Angela O Connor. Many board nenbers and
col | eagues are attending services for her tonight
and are unable to be here. However, as you can see
on your video screen, there are other staff with ne
fromthe Energy Facilities Siting Board who wll be

involved in the review of this certificate request,
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i ncl udi ng Andrew Greene, director of the Siting
Board; Joan Foster Evans, general counsel of the
Siting Board; Wayne Wang and Joanna Yel en, energy
facilities analysts with the Siting Board. In
addition, Brian Casey, who is a nenber of the Siting
Board is in attendance and you can see him on your
screens as well tonight.

Finally, please note that this public
comrent hearing is being recorded and the recording
wi Il be posted to the Siting Board's YouTube channel
for view ng.

The Siting Board is conducting this
public comment hearing to allow the public to
comrent on Eversource's request that the Siting
Board i ssue 15 state and | ocal permts and approvals
needed for the construction and operation of the
substation to be | ocated on Condor Street in East
Boston. The list of those permits is provided in
t he notice.

The Siting Board approved the
construction and operation of the Mystic-East Eagle-
Chel sea Reliability Project, including the
substation in East Boston, in Docket Nunmber EFSB
14- 04/ DPU 14- 153 and 14-154. On February 26 the
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Siting Board approved the relocation of the proposed
substation to a | ocation approximately 190 feet west
of the prior approved | ocation.
Massachusetts |aws give the Siting Board
authority to issue a certificate which effectively
i ncludes all state and |ocal permts required for
the construction and operation of an energy facility
for a certificate -- of an energy facility that has
previously been approved by the Siting Board. In
order to be eligible for a certificate, applicants
nmust denonstrate at | east one of five conditions
that are net as part of the request for a
certificate. These include: One, the project
cannot neet the requirenents of a state or | ocal
agency with commercially avail abl e equi pnent; two,
t here has been undue delay by an agency in issuing a
permt; three, inconsistencies in the permts that
have been issued; four, there has been an
unr easonabl e condition i nposed as part of the
permt; or five, a necessary permt has been deni ed.
The Board's decision on this certificate
request wll review the conplete record of evidence
presented during the adjudicatory hearings that

begin on May 17. As part of our investigation the

FARMER ARSENAULT BROCK LLC




© 00 N O O B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O OO0 M W N P O

EFSB 22-01 - NSTAR Electric Company - East Eagle Substation - Vol A - 3/30/2022

Page 7

Board nust consider: One, there is a need for the
facility; two, the facility design neets the

envi ronnental protection, public health and public
safety goals and policies; three, the grant of an
exenption fromstate and | ocal requirenents is
reasonabl e and consistent wth providing a necessary
energy supply for the Commonwealth with a m ni num

I npact on the environnent at the | owest possible
cost; and four, the construction and operation of
the facility serves the public interest, convenience
and necessity.

Eversource Energy has representatives
who are present and will be making a short
presentation describing their certificate request.
After that presentation we will take comments from
the public starting with federal, state and | ocal
officials, parties and interested persons fromthe
two previous EFSB proceedings related to the
proposed substation, and then nenbers of the general
public. Before the conpany's presentation begins,
|'"'mgoing to outline sonme guidelines to use in
speaking at this public coment hearing.

There is a court reporter participating

renotely who will transcribe everything said during
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the hearing. As we are all relying on internet
connections or telephones to participate, we could
experi ence sone technical problenms such as sound
from speakers, including potential background noise,
video and audi o i ssues and potential delays. Please
speak slowy and clearly to allow a speaker to
finish speaking before you begin speaking and to pay
attention to the video of the person speaking and
unfortunately ny video. | wll raise ny hand as a
signif | need to interrupt the person currently
speaking to ask themto stop. | will briefly
reiterate those instructions when we open the floor
to public comment. W plan to break every 90
m nutes or so for ten mnutes and then resune until
we have heard from everyone who wants to offer
comrent s tonight.

| am now going to turn to Eversource's
representatives and allow themthe opportunity to
describe the certificate request that they have
filed with the Siting Board and briefly present the
i nportant details of the request to the nenbers of
the public who are here tonight.

MR. ROSENZWEI G Good eveni ng. Thank
you, Presiding Oficer Sharkey and nenbers of the
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public. W are very pleased to be here tonight for
the public comment hearing. | want to introduce
Craig Hallstrom who is president for operations for
NSTAR El ectric Conpany, and N col e Bowden, who is
the community representative for this project.
Craig wll start off with sone openi ng remarks and
the two of themw |l go through a very short and
bri ef Power Point presentation highlighting what the
project is all about, what is driving the need for
the project, and how the project conforns with the
Siting Board's standards. Thank you.

MR, HALLSTROM  (Good eveni ng, everyone.
Again, nmy nane is Craig Hallstromand I amthe
regi onal president of electric operations for
Eversource. |'mjoined here tonight by N cole
Bowden from our Eversource community relations team
And as you have just heard, we wll be doing a brief
presentation on our East Boston substation project.

Before we get going, | just want to give
you a little background about nyself for the fol ks
who don't know ne. |'ve been in the electric
utility business for just over 40 years. For the
far majority of those years |I've been responsible

for construction, operating, and mai ntenance of the
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el ectric system As the president of electric
operations for Eversource, ny responsibilities are
really to provide reliable electric service to all
of our custoners. In a nutshell, ny job is to keep
the lights on for all of our custonmers across our
system

| wanted to be here toni ght because |
really want to hear your comments about this
extrenely inportant project. Wen | think about
ri sk for custoner outages, especially during a
prol onged sunmer heat wave, maybe this sumer, this
regi on, East Boston/Chel sea area is really what
keeps ne up at night. |In ny career | have never had
a situation where a major substation |ike Chel sea,
three big power transforners, has reached its
maxi mum capacity to serve without a clear and
actionable solution at the ready. But this is where
we are at and this is what we are trying to work
through. But it wll be nore and nore chal |l engi ng
as tinme goes on to kind of manage and withstand this
risk until a new substation is built. Collectively
| truly believe we all need to deliver a solution
for the residents and businesses in both East Boston

and Chel sea.
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In addition to nyself and Nicole, we
have a nunber of Eversource representatives al so
participating and listening to all comments. As |
say, your comments are very valuable to us in this
process. Comments can be nmade to us via emil,
proj ectinfo@tversource.com that's
proj ectinfo@versource.com And | commt that we
will respond to any and all questions.

Wth that, Nicole and | will take you
t hrough our presentation.

( Power Poi nt presentation)

There we go. ['mgoing to say probably
t hroughout this presentation nmultiple tines,
el ectric service in the East Boston/Chel sea area is
at risk. Wen you think about the electric system
just in its nost elenmentary way, generators produce
the energy, transmssion lines transport it fromthe
di stance at a very high voltage, and it goes to
subst ati ons where the substati on does the inportant
wor k of stepping down the transm ssion voltage to
the distribution voltage that ultinmately serves our
custonmers and busi nesses.

You know, in all utilities substations,

not just Eversource, but all utilities, substations
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are located at the custoner |oad center. That's
where they do their work. And in many cases the
design for areas especially with high |oads, |ike

our netropolitan Boston area, there are nmultiple
substations that overlap each other to provide
redundancy and backup and kind of that reliability
that we need to serve our custoners. And I'Il talk
about that a little later.

But when you | ook at the City of Boston
and really across the Eversource system nopst
nei ghbor hoods and all |oad centers have substations
and nost have nmultiple substations. Really, like I
said, it isreally a standard utility design that a
substation is built, it serves a |oad pocket, and
there's anot her substation and they kind of overl ap.
So there's redundancy and backup.

When you think about a substation, it is
power transformers, |arge power transforners,
sw tchgears, circuit breakers. They are critical
parts of the system |If there's a problemat a
substation, it usually takes sone tine to repair. A
problemw th a power transfornmer is not sonething
t hat happens very quickly. And we at Eversource, we

spend a lot of effort inspecting and nai ntaining our
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subst ati ons because they are so critical to serving
our customers.

When you think about the Chel sea
substation, and I know you have a | ot of information
on it, but the Chel sea substation, quite frankly, is
just out of capacity. The electric demand in the
East Boston/ Chel sea area has just grown over the
years. And we are at this situation where it is out
of capacity. \Wien you | ook at East Boston in
particular, the population is grow ng extrenely
fast, twce as nuch as the city population in
general. And you take devel opnent and the request
to connect new custoners, EVs, those types of
t hi ngs, you can see how the demand in this area is
gr ow ng.

As | said, and I'll probably say this
many tines, East Boston and Chel sea is at
significant risk, especially in hot weather. And
|"mvery concerned, as | said, about our ability to
serve this part of our territory reliably. |If not
the nost, it's one of the nost significant
reliability risks on our system As | said, having
a substation beyond its capacity or at its capacity

without a firmplan is sonething that nakes ne very
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unconfortabl e and sonmething that we are not used to.

A failure at Chelsea, and it could be
during a hot period, it could be lightning, it could
be a nunber of things, but anything that causes the
Chel sea station to go off line, there is no backup
to the East Boston/Chel sea area. Because we are
single threaded, we have one substation in the area
t hat does not connect to any other substations in
the area, it is at extrene risk.

As | said, the substation equipnent is
not easily replaced. |If there is a problem it
coul d be hours, days or weeks. It is that
significant. Myving a power transforner into
Chel sea in the event there was a failure would take
a significant anount of tine. So we are
significantly at risk.

| will add that wi thout this new
substation and the extra capacity, it will be a
chall enge for this area to be part of the new ki nd
of electrification of systens |ike EVs and |i ke heat
punps and those types of things. This substation is
needed and it is really past due.

Go to the next slide.

Just graphically this kind of hel ps kind
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of better understand what |'ve been speaki ng about.
When you | ook at the Chel sea station, and you | ook
at the graph, we have been forecasting the |oad for
many, many years. | nean this project has been kind
of in progress for many years. And we've been

wat ching the load. And we are at a point now where
in 2021 our forecasted | oads were right on track.

W are at the nmaxi mum of | oad being able to be
carried by Chelsea in 2021.

As we | ook into 2022, you can see -- if
you | ook at the brown line, that line is the nornal
operating limts of the equipnent at the substation.
So we always want to be operating bel ow that brown
line, and really, sonewhat significantly bel ow the
brown line. W like to operate the system
conservatively because substations are so inportant
tous. But in this case, again, there's no place
else to put the load. W are single threaded. W
just have Chelsea. So in 2022 under the right
conditions, and nost likely it will be during a
pr ol onged heat wave this summer, we will exceed the
normal capacity of the Chel sea substation.

What that neans is, when we go above

that brown |ine we have approximately 30 mnutes to
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get it back under the line. Traditionally if we are
i n anot her part of our systemand we had a
nei ghbori ng substation, we operate those substations
as one systemand we would be able to transfer | oad
to the other station. So we basically |everage all
the capacity in the area. W won't be able to do
t hat here because there's no place to transfer it
to.

We are | ooking at options. W are
| ooki ng at portable generators, and we would |like to
have those at the ready in case this happens and we
are working through that. W have other things we
can do such as reduce voltage, which reduces the
power consunption at the station. W can ask
custoners to reduce their load. But inreality
during a prol onged heat wave this sumer we coul d be
de-energi zi ng custoners and go into rolling outages
until we can get our portable generators up and
going. And as the graph shows it only gets worse as
you go into '22, '23, '24.

Now the red line, that red |ine
signifies the point at which all transforners, all
equi pnrent in the substation, have exceeded its

energency limts. So when you get to 2025 and the
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| oad goes over the red line, it basically shows that
there's just no way to carry the | oad any | onger.

So in those cases, and even in the years before, we
really need to | ook at connecting new custoners and
our ability to do that. And for '23 and '24, we are
really going to have to |look at the | oad profile
fromthis year to see if it is what we forecasted,
and hopefully it is not higher. And then we wl|
have to | ook at other mtigations such as
potentially rolling in a nobile transforner, nore
generators. But it gets harder and harder as we go
to mtigate this issue.

That's why it is extrenely inportant; as
the slide shows, tine is of essence. W need to get
this substation permtted. W need to start
construction because by the time we hit 2024, 2025,
we are going to be in a real bad position.

And | would add, it is just not
responsible. | nean it's not the way | want to
treat our custoners. It's not the way | want to run
our system And with this substation, it really
needs to be built.

The next slide. So this slide really is

kind of a recap of what | just said. The slide on
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the left is the current situation where we have one
substation in Chel sea that serves the entire area.
And just, kind of history, way back a hundred years
ago this area was served directly out of the Mystic
generating station. So the circuits and the feeders
cane directly from Mstic to serve this area. But
as load grew, that no | onger was an option and we
built the Chel sea substation to feed this area. And
at that tine although not optimal -- but that was
many, many years ago; because the one substation as
| said does not give us redundancy -- but it served
the load. And then at a tine later on, it was two
transforners, we added three transforners.

So today we have maxed out those three
transforners. It is not a good way to run an
el ectric systemw th no redundancy. And again you
can see it fromthis picture on the left, the
Chel sea/ East Boston is sonmewhat of an island. There
IS no other sources into that area except for
Chel sea. And the transm ssion cones out of Mstic
and goes to Chelsea at this point. So our options
With just the one transforner are very limted.

The slide on the right is what we are

proposi ng, adding the East Eagl e Substation. That
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substation is positioned in the mddle of a | oad
pocket of East Boston and it is | ocated where we
installed a new creek crossing several years ago so
that we can very -- we can facilitate bringing the
transm ssion over. But again, those two substations
wi || back each other up. So that when it is tinme to
do mai ntenance at either substation, the other
station will pick up the load so that we can
de- energi ze and do nai nt enance.

Ri ght now all the circuits that serve
East Boston all cone out of Chelsea. They cone out
of the substation, they cross the creek and the new
crossing, and get distributed anongst East Boston.
Wth the new substation, wth new East Eagle, we can
reduce the length of sone of those circuits and that
in turn reduces the exposure. So reliability wll
increase as well, as well as the additional capacity
for the future; we will actually be able to inprove
the reliability and, if the lights do go out, our
ability to restore very quickly.

So clearly, the slide on the right is
where we need to go. There is no other option. As
| said, we are out of tine and we are in a very,

very difficult position going forward over the next
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few years until this station gets built.

Wth that, I'mgoing to turn it over to
Ni col e and she is going to go over sone of the
outreach we have done, sone of the details about the
substation, the safety, the design, and so I'Il turn
that over to her.

(Ni col e Bowden)

M5. BOADEN: Thank you so much, Craig.
Unlike Craig, | will not go through ny background,
but | ama comunity relations specialist with
Eversource. | think nost of the folks on this call,
we are all old acquai ntances as we have been goi ng
through this journey with each other for the |ast

few years. So wel cone. Thank you all for being

here. | know it has been a very long March with
wonky weat her this week. | think we have had
Wi nter, summer, spring and fall. W have had a

bunch of it and everyone is kind of tired with the
|l ong March. So thank you for being here this
eveni ng as partici pants.

| just want to start off by reiterating
sonme of Craig's comments. | can't restate enough
how urgent the need is for this substation to be

constructed in East Boston. As Craig stated, there
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iIs a serious threat for reliability for the East
Bost on and their nei ghboring Chel sea community this
upcom ng sumer 2022. W need to get the substation
constructed to continue to ensure reliable power to
both of these comuniti es.

And with that, we need to ensure that we
have the permits in place to begin that
construction. Wile it is our preference to
conti nue working with our partners at the Gty of
Bost on t hroughout that permtting process, we
understand this great need and we have to proceed
With this override process in conjunction with
working with those partners at the Cty of Boston to
be sure that these permts are obtained in a tinely
manner to construct the substation. |In addition to
working with our partners at the Gty of Boston, it
Is also pivotal that we work with our partners in
the community.

What you see here on this slide is a
rendering of the future substation. This new
substation is a necessary solution that will provide
the area residents with reliable and safe power to
support electrical demand now and in the future.

And on this slide, you will see your
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resi dents have spent the | ast several nonths working
through different renderings with us to devel op what
you see here today, offering input, driving this
desi gn and devel oping what is here. Over the next
several weeks we will reach out to nore of the
community to drive this design and give us their

I nput so that we can have a product that wll be
both aesthetically pleasing to the East Eagle
community, and wll be safe, and wll not allow for
trespassing, that will also enhance the urban wld
community while adding to the aesthetics, again, of
the Pl an East Boston that is going on in the
community as well as the Eagle H Il comrunity.

Next slide, please. Again, as | said,
we are all old acquaintances. | wanted to take this
time to | ook back and discuss a little bit of the
outreach that has happened with both the Gty of
Boston and fol ks of East Boston. Wile this slide
states that we started our outreach in 2014, nost of
you know the outreach began sonetine in 2008 with us
working with the City of Boston to do a | and swap
for the area that everyone now frequents with the
East Boston branch of the Boston Public Library.

The beautiful building on Brenen Street was a
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property once owned by Eversource that was going to
be used to devel op a substation there.

During that | and swap Eversource
acquired the property in Eagle H Il and began the
siting process for the substation that is currently
sited where it is today. Throughout that process
in 2014 and beyond we worked with the East Boston
communi ty havi ng many di scussions regardi ng the
siting, the devel opnent of the substation, the
soliciting of feedback. In 2017 the project was
approved with the condition that we work with the
City of Boston to relocate the substation on the
parcel that Eversource and the City of Boston
currently own jointly. W filed a petition with the
EFSB to nove the parcel to the location that it is
t oday.

Subsequently that | ocation was approved
by the Energy Facilities Siting Board. And with
t hat approval Eversource began the permitting
process with its partners at the Cty of Boston.

Thr oughout that permtting process Eversource has
proactively worked with our partners in the Gty of
Bost on supplying themw th the docunentation

necessary to nove our permts forward for the grant
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of location process, the environnental permtting
process, and any other process that the city has
requi red of us.

As we continue to work with the city, we
wll work wwth the city and the EFSB to nove these
permts forward so that the substation can be
constructed and so that reliability and power renain
in the East Boston community. [In addition to
working with the city to construct the substation,
we Wil also continue to work with the community
t hroughout the aesthetic design process.

| just wanted to quickly give you folks
in addition to this physical outreach, | wanted to
gi ve you sonme nunbers on the outreach for the
aesthetic design process. W have been using
sonet hing cal |l ed Constant Contact for email
notification. Beginning in August of 2021 and
t hroughout March of 2022 we sent out roughly 50 (15
- inaudible) emails whether they include invites or
updates on the focus groups that we have had. Those
emai |l s we have an 89 percent open rate. So people
are engaging with us. They are reading the content,
and they are getting involved even if it is only

t hrough email and that design process. W are
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working with the community as necessary and above
and beyond to nake sure that we solicit that
community input and that your stanp is on the design
of this substation.

Next slide, please. | know you guys are
probably sick of hearing this, but electricity is an
essential service. Wthout it everything goes down.
We know this. During the pandem c there was a
shift. There was a day when everyone got the phone
call that said you are going to be working from
honme. We all had to plug in and power up. Because
of that we were all happy that when you hit that
light switch the Iights cane on, when you plugged in
those | aptops the | aptops were able to cone on and
we were all able to join in the Zoomcalls as we are
doing here tonight. Wthout this substation this is
not going to continue to be possible as in years
past .

| medi ate action is needed to protect
the interest of electric custoners in East Boston,
and agai n your neighbors in Chel sea because this too
affects the folks in Chelsea. Qur concern for the
community interests are propelling us forward.

like to use this analogy. This sumrer we are hoping
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that we will have sone beautiful, hot weather as

t hi ngs go back to normal and heading out of this
pandem c. You are com ng hone fromwork, your kids
are com ng hone from canp, everyone is tired, you
are ready to get in the shower. You don't have any
electric. The water is not hot. You can't sit down
and watch the Red Sox ganme, the TV is not com ng on.
The AC is not blow ng, the fans are not bl ow ng.

And there wll be three, four, five, six days of
this because we have to roll these generators in to
bring the power back up. W want to avoid this.

W understand that the substation cannot
be constructed this summer as we work through
permtting, but we need to get it working, and we
need to get the substation constructed. W need to
get generators into these communities so we can keep
t he power running.

We are requesting a certificate of
environnental inpact and public interest to grant
the remaining state and local permts required to
construct the East Eagle Substation. These include
certain grants of location that we believe were
undul y del ayed, necessary construction permts that

are not quite progressing, and state and | ocal
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wetl and permts that, yes, were granted but are
currently under appeal.

Next slide, please. In addition to the
project info hot Iine, |I believe that many of you

al ready have ny phone nunber, but here you will see
my cell phone as well as ny email address. There
are many of you that know | do answer ny phone
personally as well as ny emails. Please feel free
to give ne a call, email nme, or reach out to

proj ecti nfo@tversource.com Thank you so nuch

MR. HALLSTROM That ends our
presentation. | do want to thank you for giving us
the tinme to present the information. | know sone of
you have heard this before, but it is a serious
situation, but I'mconfident that we wll work
through it and get to a better place. Thank you.

MB. SHARKEY: Thank you.

Next we will turn to the public to offer
comrents and ask questions about the conpany's
certificate request and information provi ded by
Eversource in its presentation. W are going to
t ake sone people out of the order we had originally
schedul ed because of other public neetings going on

in the East Boston area. So I'mjust going to give
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alittle, brief speech about what people need to pay
attention to when they speak. Then we will turnto
sone of those people who have signed up with the
Siting Board to speak tonight.

| f we experience technical problens
during the neeting such as background noi se, video
or audi o issues, the stenographer nay request a
speaker to repeat thenselves. | ask anyone who
speaks tonight to nute their audi o when |istening
and only unnute when it is your turn to speak. This
wi Il ensure the best audio quality for everyone.

Pl ease speak slowy and clearly and allow the prior
speaker to finish before you begin speaking. W
appreci ate everyone's participation today.

W will also be posting a video
recordi ng of tonight's public comment hearing on the
Siting Board's YouTube channel so that people who
could not attend but wish to see what was said at
this hearing will be able to view that recording.

In addition, a witten transcript of this hearing
will be posted in the Siting Board file roomfor
this proceeding. People would be able to access the
transcript at https: slash slash nmass. gov slash

i nfo-details slash East-Eagle-certificate. Those
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links are also posted in the notice for this
hearing. Please notice that the transcript is the
official record of this public comment heari ng.

Normal |y we begin taking comments from
public officials. Tonight Senator Lydia Edwards has
asked to speak but she asked to offer her remarks at
7:15 tonight. So we are going to begin with the
first state public official who has requested to
speak toni ght, Representative Adrian Madaro. |If
he's not available. | believe his chief of staff is
going to offer a statenent on his behal f.

M5. RIVAS: Hello. M nane is d ori bel
Rivas. | amchief of staff for Representative
Adrian Madaro. Unfortunately he had anot her
commtnent this evening. He w shes to be here but
had another neeting. | wll speak on his behalf
very briefly if that's okay with you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

M5. RIVAS: Thank you. So |I'm here
toni ght on behalf of State Representative Adrian
Madaro to reiterate his steadfast opposition to the
proposed Eversource substation. He firmy believes
this is not the right location for the substation.

This substation is being proposed next to a public
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park, fuel tanks, and the Chelsea Creek in a
community that has | ong been overburdened by
envi ronnent al hazards and pol | utants.

The pl acenent of the substation al ong
the Chel sea Creek and in East Boston would go
agai nst the w shes of every elected official
representing East Boston in local, state and federal
governnment, as well as those of Boston residents who
overwhel mngly voted in opposition to this project
i n Novenber 2021. It would also contribute to a
| ongstandi ng history of environnental injustice. W
know that as a fornerly red line community in |arge
part due to imm grant and working class popul ati on
East Boston has borne the burden of airport
construction and expansion. |t has al so been sliced
by hi ghways and littered with other polluting
I ndustries resulting in elevated | evels of asthma
and chronic obstructive pul nonary di sease.

Many of these devel opnents were net with
resi stance fromresidents, nuch |ike the Eversource
substation is today. The placenent of the
Eversource substation in East Boston woul d represent
a failure to course-correct these injustices. Last

year Representative Madaro in partnership with
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advocates in our community and across the
Commonweal th worked to put protections for
environnental -justice communities |ike East Boston
into state law. These protections require that --

MS. SHARKEY: Could you sl ow down,
pl ease. Sorry, the translators need a little nore
time. Thank you.

M5. RIVAS: Wuld you like ne to repeat
that or just keep goi ng?

M5. SHARKEY: Margaux, do you need her
to go back a little bit? You are on nute.

M5. RIVAS: |'m happy to go back.

Agai n, the placenent of the substation
at the current proposed |ocation would contribute to
a |l ongstandi ng history of environnental injustice.
We know that as a fornerly red line community in
| arge part due to its inmm grant and wor ki ng-cl ass
popul ati on East Boston has borne the burdens of
ai rport construction and expansion. It has also
been sliced by hi ghways and hosted ot her polluting
i ndustries resulting in elevated | evels of asthma
and chronic obstructive pul nonary di sease.

Many of these devel opnents were net with

resi stance fromresidents, nuch |like the Eversource
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substation is today. The placenent of the
Eversource substation at its current proposed

| ocation in East Boston would represent a failure to
course-correct these injustices.

Last year Representative Madaro in
partnership with advocates in our conmmunity and
across the Commonweal th of Massachusetts worked to
put protections for environnental communities --
envi ronnment al -justice communities |ike East Boston
into state law. These protections require that the
state take into consideration the cunul ative i npact
of placing nmultiple dangerous energy facilities in
one place. W believe that the proposed Eversource
substation should be subject to this reviewto give
our nei ghborhood a full accounting of the toll it
woul d take on the health and wel |l -being of all
residents. Thank you so nuch for your tine.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

At this time we are going to take
soneone el se, unfortunately, out of the order we are
going to proceed in because | understand M. Burkman
has anot her neeting that begins at 7:00. So
M. Burkman, | see that you are on. |f you would

i ke to speak now, please proceed and we'll go back
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to the regular order that we normally nove on.

(Eric Burkman)

MR. BURKMAN:. Thank you. Yes, it is
true that the Eagle H Il C vic Association neets
tonight at 7:00 p.m, which is a standing nonthly
meeting on the | ast Wednesday of the nonth or fourth
Wednesday, whatever today is. So | was going to
bring this up in ny remarks anyway because | feel
like in the process for this we have just shifted
fromkind of, you know, no community process into
the bare m nimum process. Like for exanple, the
civic association has been neeting on this tine and
day for a while and we have had conflicts in the
past. So it feels a little bit like it doesn't feel
great that community nenbers have to choose now
bet ween staying in the substation neeting which
affects us and going to the civic association
nmeet i ng.

So | think this all just sort of
contributes to a situation where | feel |ike as
sonebody who will see this facility every single
day, even frominside ny house, like |I feel |ike you
all have politely listened to the comunity but

still not really heard us. And | just don't feel as
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a conmmunity nmenber very respected in the process.
And | understand that that doesn't nean that,
feeling heard in a public process doesn't nean that
you get your way. But | still don't feel heard.

So do | think this will be approved by
the EFSB today? Yeah, | absolutely do. | think you
will get your energency permtting or whatever
because that's been the pattern that we have seen in
the EFSB so far, is that whatever Eversource asks
for Eversource gets sort of regardl ess of what the
feedback is fromthe conmunity.

So | do believe the facility is needed
but the question you hear fromthe comunity is is
it needed right here? 1Is it needed positioned on
the site exactly as it is? Is it needed in our
specific corner of the neighborhood or is there a
better |location in East Boston that can also fulfill
that need, even if it means |laying transm ssion
cabl es under the street, which lots of our streets
have, right?

And | believe that the |oad grows in hot
weat her and warm weat her and | do |ike having
el ectricity service at ny house. But | don't have

air conditioning in ny house. It is over a hundred
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years old. | have one wi ndow air conditioner that |
run on hot nights. And I walk around and see these
| uxury condo md-risers and a brand-new
international termnal at Logan and | think am|
staring at a substation every day where | would Iike
to have a park or maybe sone npbre green space SO

t hat people who live two mles away on the
waterfront with a view of dowmtown can run their air
conditioner at 68 degrees in the mddle of July; and
so that the Termnal E international term nal
expansi on, you know, can have people com ng here
fromall over the place, right, polluting the air
and flying a loud, |arge, w de-body international

j et over ny house when I'mtrying to have a beer on
my deck, right, because it is too hot to sit inside
because ny house doesn't have air conditioning.

So that's the piece | don't really feel
heard on. Like, why right here? Does this need to
be right next to ny house? Because it feels |ike
t hough | do get a comunity benefit from having
reliable electrical service, it feels like a |ot of
growh in ny community are the people who wll
benefit of this while |I still bear the cost.

Moving on to ny next point. This has
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been well docunented that the nei ghborhood doesn't
really feel engaged. You know, |'m a professional
urban planner and | pay attention and | have an
advanced degree and everything. It is hard for ne
to follow this sonetines, getting 30-page docunents
innmy email that | have to take ny personal tine to
read and everything. And that's okay; that's part
of being engaged in your community. But certain
pieces | feel |ike have been inaccessible even to
nme. And so people who are | ess educated than nme or
| ess interested than ne or have less tine than ne
are probably even further frozen out fromthe
process. And | don't have a suggestion on how to

i nclude them but they need to be included.

So for exanple, the mtigation plan was
emailed to limted participants and ot hers, but |
don't believe that Eversource ever presented a
mtigation plan to the civic association or
advertised |like an opportunity to provi de feedback
on the mtigation plan nore broadly. And |I'msure
t hat ny nei ghbors woul d have feelings about, would
like to have a nore accessible interaction with the
mtigation plan rather than receiving a 30- or

40- page docunent that has been negotiated on behal f
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of them by other civic association elected, or, you
know, socially elected people, right?

The visual plan or the design, the
barrier design or fence design, whatever we are
calling it, | have participated in the comunity and
that has been an engagenent point where | have felt
heard. However, | think the October neeting at the

Salesian Grls and Boys O ub had maybe four

community nenbers who attended. | was the only
communi ty nenber on the phone in October -- | nean
in January, | think was the last neeting. | think

it started wth two people and the other guy had to
drop off. So by the end | was the only one
provi di ng feedback. |Is that really a representative
sanpl e of people in the nei ghborhood that Eversource
can say we were engaged in howthis really | ooked?
| don't really think so.

Ni col e, Meredith, you have done a great
job with that group. It still doesn't really feel
| i ke you are reachi ng peopl e, possibly because of
the I ong background of us not really feeling heard
in the comunity.

And then, N cole, you did nention that

Pl an East Boston or the BPDA in their Plan East
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Boston process is addressing the site. That's been
one of ny feedback pieces fromthe very begi nning,
is that this site actually is blocked out in Plan
East Boston, it is not included in any of the
outreach in Plan East Boston between the police
station site or the substation site. And | think at
the very first neeting | attended | advocated for a
nore conprehensive site plan that includes the
police station and includes the substation and

i ncl udes sone of the elenents that were originally
presented so many years ago which included enhanced
green space. That has never cone to fruition. This
was before there was even a shovel in the ground for
the police station, which is now built.

Pieces that really inpact the substation
fromthis, we as community nenbers have been com ng
and saying we are concerned about el ectri cal
infrastructure next to flamabl e heating oil and jet
oil. Well, nowthe current site plan with the
police station which is already built has two or
four fuel punps, presumably gasoline, which is far
nore volatile than heating oil, directly next to the
where the substation will be built. So fromthe

comruni ty nmenber standpoint, already not feeling
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heard, having advocated for a conprehensive site
pl an between the police station and the substati on,
and havi ng a expressed concern about flanmable jet
fuel and heating oil fuel next to an electrical
infrastructure, now | walk down the street and see a
gasoline punp directly next to the electrical
infrastructure. So this is another piece |I don't
really feel heard about, sonething that | have been
advocating for as a conmunity nenber, a nore

conpr ehensi ve site planni ng process, that now the
ship has sailed really, because now the police
station is already there.

There have been inconsistencies in this
process. One of the things that was naned in the
reasons that Eversource can get imediately issued
buil ding permts was that permts that had been
I ssued by public agencies were inconsistent or that
the process had been inconsistent. But that sane
thing, that sane piece is not really extended to the
community. W don't have an opportunity to say that
Eversource and EFSB have been inconsistent in this
process or any community benefit resulting from
I nconsi stenci es that we see on our end in the

Ever source process.
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So for exanple, the change fromthe
tentative decision to the final decision increased
the size by 70 percent, noved it by nore than what
was in the project change request or whatever it was
called. This has been since corrected in the
paperwork, that's fine. But there's these little
pi eces that still contribute to a | ack of
transparency or perception of |ack of transparency
that are really frustrating in this process.

In fact, tonight I can only see how many
people are in the room because |'ve been pronoted to
a panelist which |I've signed up ahead of tine,
right? So there are 109 participants in this
meeting, 80 attendees, 29 panelists, and of course
the panelists include speakers and Eversource. But
to a nenber of the public, before | was pronoted to
panelist in this neeting, | didn't even know how
many ot her nmenbers of the public were attending this
neeting. So | don't actually know how nuch support
Is kind of -- how many people are actually in
attendance. That is an inportant piece of the
publ i c engagenent, in nmy opinion, to be able to see
and interact with others who are there joining your

cause or experiencing the information as you do.
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So finally, many of us have been tal king
about, in the vein of |ack of transparency, talking
about the issues between Channel Fish Conpany and
Eversource and BPDA, Cty of Boston, and Energy
Facilities Siting Board and Environnental Energy
Affairs the Executive Ofice. And if you are
| ooki ng back through the tineline, many of which
have been provided in witten comments that | have
given to this board, there's an additional |ack of
transparency in these agreenents on changing the
project fromthe greenway to this site and fromthe
original positioning on the site to the new
positioning. | can't help but feel that this has
been a done deal from basically the very begi nni ng
because there are these tineline inconsistencies in
the way that certain decisions were approved very
qui ckly and ot hers were not.

And especially in the way that the
communi ty, the nei ghborhood had a | ot of support
from Channel Fish at the begi nning and then suddenly
t hey have just disappeared fromthis public
di scourse, not even pro or anti-site substation, and
seem ngly experienced the benefit where it noved

away fromthe factory, which was previously one of
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the sticking points for the factory owner. It feels
i ke anot her point where the comunity nenbers here
who have | ess power than these |arger organizations
have been frozen out and have not actually been able
to understand the kind of the agreenents between

t hese public agencies and a private conpany to the
detrinment of what -- or to what we feel is
detrinmental to our comunity.

So in sum | don't really feel heard in

this process. | understand it has been going on for
along time. | just don't, you know, feel heard in
the process and | don't really feel |ike -- whether

or not it is because of Eversource

- people in the
community, | don't feel |like we've really been
reached in this process. And, you know, | am just
natural ly sonebody who is going to go get the

i nformation, but there are a |l ot of people in this
comrunity who cannot or are not going to do that
particularly as it relates to the mtigation plan,
under st andi ng what Eversource is doing to protect us
and benefit us in this substation electrical
infrastructure that we wll have to | ook at though
we maybe feel that it benefits other people in our

comrunity, not us. So | think those are all ny
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comrents. Thank you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you, M. Burkman.

|'"d like to go back to the original
order we have. And before Lydia Edwards speaks at
7:15, | would like to know if there are any ot her
el ected or appointed public officials who nay not
have signed up to speak but who are present at the
public hearing tonight who mght |ike to offer
conment s.

MR. GREENE: And if so, please raise
your hand, so that we can identify you as an el ected
or other public official, by clicking on the
rai se-hand icon at the bottom of your Zoom screen or
pressing Star 9 if you are dialing in on the
t el ephone, and then we can identify you as an
el ected or other public official and we'll put you
on the panel.

W have sonebody Carrie Marsh Di xon from

the Boston Parks Departnent. Let nme put her on the

panel .

M5. DIXON: | wanted to introduce
nmyself. | amCarrie Marsh Dixon. |1'mthe executive
secretary of the Boston Parks Conm ssion. |'mjust

here tonight to listen to the public and the city is
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reviewing this project, and we'll be preparing
remar ks in advance of the deadline. Thank you very
much.

MS5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

MR. GREENE: |If there are any ot her
public officials who w sh to speak tonight, please,
again, raise your hand by pressing the icon. | see
Art Gordon.

MR. GORDON: Hello. Good evening. M
name is Art Gordon. | amthe senior advisor for
Congress Wman Ayanna Pressley. |'ve been on the
Zoom for past hour. Unfortunately | have to hop on
anot her neeting at 7:00 o' clock. | was grateful to
be here to gather sone information, and want to
of fer the Congress Woman's solidarity with the
community and residents of East Boston. Thank you
so nuch.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

MR. GREENE: Again, any other officials,
pl ease rai se your hand with the icon.

Presiding Oficer Sharkey, | think |I do
not see any further requesting speakers.

M5. SHARKEY: [In that case, woul d people

who were preregistered who are parties or limted
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participants in the two previous Siting Board
proceedi ngs regarding the substation |ike to speak
and potentially take the opportunity to do so before
Senator Edwards is schedul ed to speak.

Ms. Rubin, | believe you were first on
the list.

M5. RUBIN. Thank you very nuch,
Presiding O ficer Sharkey. M nane is Staci Rubin,
and | amthe vice president of environnental justice
at Conservation Law Foundation or CLF. CLF is a
public interest advocacy group that works to sol ve
the environnental challenges that threaten the
peopl e, natural resources and conmunities across New
Engl and. Conservati on Law Foundation is partnering
in this proceeding with G eenRoots, residents of
East Boston and Chel sea, and ot her i npacted
resi dents.

CLF is committed to chall engi ng
Eversource's East Boston substation because the
proposal does not avoid or mnimze inpacts to the
envi ronnent, public health and safety. This project
does not serve the public interest. This project
does not advance environnental justice.

Ever source proposes a project |located in
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an environnental -justice popul ati on al ready
over burdened by dangerous infrastructure facilities
and underserved by open space and public anenities.
Eversource's current filing ains to avoid the need
for the conpany to obtain 15 state and | ocal
permts. Eversource spent seven years obtaining
approval fromthis Siting Board in the underlying
pr oceedi ng.

The conpany now seeks to waste Siting
Board, community, and intervenor resources by
petitioning for a whole new proceeding to obtain a
certificate of public interest. This certificate if
granted woul d prevent state and | ocal agencies from
exercising their expertise on issues of wetlands and
wat erways |icenses, anong other matters. Eversource
asserts that it is experiencing undue del ays in
obtai ning those state and local permts. The
conpany asserts that one of those delays is because
of an appeal relating to a Chapter 91 waterways
i cense.

On January 24, 2022 CLF filed an appeal
for the Chapter 91 waterways |icense issued by the
Massachusetts Departnent of Environnental

Protection. The Siting Board nenbers are not
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experts on public tidelands and waterways. CLF is
concerned that Eversource has failed to provide
sufficient information for the Massachusetts
Department of Environnmental Protection to find that
the substation is water dependent. That is a key
for determnation for the project to nove forward at
its proposed location. The Siting Board cannot
grant the certificate because it does not have the
know edge needed to address the waterways and
wet | ands i ssues for which there are pendi ng appeal s.

The substation lies roughly 80 feet from
the high-water mark of the Chelsea Creek. Portions
of the substation site will flood in the next 50
years under a 36-inch sea-level rise scenario
according to projections by Cimte Ready Boston.
Wat er inundation at the site would not only damage
the area's energy infrastructure, flooding events
may additionally lead to onsite electric fires and
expl osi ons whi ch have known to occur follow ng |arge
storns. These storns are expected to increase in
frequency and intensity as a result of climte
change. These are matters under consideration by
other entities in state and |local permtting

proceedi ngs, and those are the agencies with the
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expertise to properly address these issues.

Eversource asserts that the substation
I's needed to keep the lights on in East Boston this
summer. It is inappropriate for Eversource to only
offer two bad options. Option one, either the
substation does not get built and East Boston
resi dents and busi nesses do not have electricity; or
option two, the substation is built at the wong
| ocati on despite the | ongstandi ng opposition and
conpl etely reasonabl e concerns of residents,
busi nesses and officials. Only in an environnental -
justice popul ati on woul d the options be so dreadful.
Eversource has the responsibility to work with the
environnental -justice population to find a nore
sui tabl e | ocati on.

Since the Siting Board's approval in the
underl ying proceedi ngs, a new | aw passed and i s now
effective. The environnental -justice provisions of
the roadmap law requires the Siting Board to
consi der the environnmental -justice principles in all
of its decisions. The Siting Board should find
t hr oughout these proceedings that it nust deny the
certificate on nunmerous grounds because the East

Bost on substation is counter to the Combnweal th's
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envi ronment al -j usti ce principles.

M. Hallstromfrom Eversource stated
tonight that he is unconfortable running the system
inthe way it is currently running. | am
unconfortable with Eversource's way of doing
busi ness. Eversource continues to negate the
environnental -justice issues in East Boston and
nunmer ous ot her comuniti es.

| urge the Siting Board to deny the
certificate of public interest and | ook forward to
participating in this proceeding. And thank you
very much for the opportunity to conment.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you, Ms. Rubi n.

| would ask the staff if anyone from
Senat or Edwards' office has joined yet.

MR. GREENE: Please identify yourself by
rai sing your hand using the icon at the bottom of
t he screen.

At this tinme it does not appear that a
representative is here from Senator Edwards' office.

M5. SHARKEY: In that case, M. Wil key,
| believe you are next on the list.

MR, GREENE: Sorry, Julia Frennet has

rai sed her hand. | don't know if she intended to.
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She did not. She just unraised her hand. Sorry for
the interruption.

M5. SHARKEY: M. Wal key.

(John Wal key)

MR. WALKEY: Thank you very nuch. Thank
you for this opportunity, and also just as an aside,
nmy condol ences on the | oss of Angela O Connor, and
al so Kat hryn Sedor this past sunmer who worked
earlier on on this project. Sincere condolences to
all you who worked with those people and their
famlies as well.

And in the sense of being human about
this, no one doubts, | think, the sincerity
especially of engineers who are trying to nmake sure
things work. | understand the concept of belts and
suspenders. W want to make sure that the
el ectricity doesn't go out. That's the job that
Eversource has. So no one doubts the sincere
concerns about the situation that we are in or your
desire to maintain reliable electricity because that
Is the task at hand. No one wants a bl ackout. No
one wants to be, especially if you have G eat Aunt
Kanel a on a respirator or sonething, you do not want

the electricity going out.
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We also don't want transforners on
t el ephone pol es expl odi ng and burni ng down houses a
coupl e of weeks before Christmas and di spl aci ng
famlies in Chel sea or any ot her nei ghborhood. But
these are things that do happen and they happen
regardl ess of what's built if certain parts of the
infrastructure are not maintained. So there really
is | think a concern. A lot of people have voiced
sone issues in regards to trust. And sone of these
things are in relation to sone of the forecasts that
we have seen.

And one of the things that | know for
nyself and for G eenRoots that we have harped on for
quite sone tinme has been the accessibility of data,
of being able to understand what this data says, and
being able to have a better handl e on these
forecasts. As we have gone in and | ooked at the
data that's been made avail able from Eversource as
well as the data from 1 SO New England -- which is
admttedly at a broader scale of Massachusetts or
eastern Mass. or New England wide -- we are not
seeing these forecasts are panning out. If this was
the forecast from your stockbroker you would be

firing them
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There were projections, ten-year
proj ections of where electricity demand was going to
be goi ng and was through the roof when this project
was first proposed. And a few years after those
original projections the actual electricity demand
was | ower than where we started. And the demand
lines had all been curved down. Then we were told
no, we don't understand it, it is all about the
pocket |oad in East Boston and Chel sea, that that's
special. And we were told years ago that there were
so many projects going online that when these things
cone online we are going to have rolling bl ackouts
or at | east brownouts next year. And this again was
ei ght years ago or so. These projects cane online
and we haven't seen these inpacts.

It feels a bit |ike the boy who cried
wol f as we have seen what the actual sumer peak
| oads have been in conparison to what sone of the
projections are. And we are not sure exactly why
thisis. | think it was four different step |oads
that were supposed to add 12 negawatts to the peak
back in 2016. The actual load in 2016 was far bel ow
what the estimate was. And those step | oads were

added but there was no effect on the demand in the
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pocket .

And so we are still just feeling like we
are being told you are going to need this, because
everything is going to hit the fan next year. And
the next year cones and it hasn't happened and it
keeps going and going. And | know from an
engi neer's perspective you're saying that's right,
and we are like at the end of the plank and we are
going to go off the edge. Well, it doesn't feel
like this really plays out properly.

Eversource put out 2020 summer peak | oad
projections for the pocket which were higher than
the kinds of projections that we would have if we
| ooked at what was comng in from Massachusetts-w de
| oads. And then in 2021 canme out w th anot her
peak-1 oad projection that was nuch greater than what
the 2020 was. | would lIike to know why that bunped
up so nuch. What is it that is being added? A |ot
of housi ng has been added. You did nmake the point
that the popul ation has been growing. |t has been.
But it is growng in new housing that is energy
efficient, that has demand control, and has a | ot of
measures in place that are bending that curve.

Now, there are other things in the
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nei ghbor hood that could be causing that demand to go
up. There could be sonething else that you are
worried about that is going to cause an overl oad of
the system But |'mnot so sure that it is the
housi ng nmar ket here.

"' m beginning to think that it m ght
just be the Term nal E expansion at Logan Airport.
Because one of the reasons they wanted to expand
Logan Airport after bringing in so many -- you know,
if you build it, they will conme. Actually, they
didn't build it, they just said cone, and then they
had to build, they had to expand Term nal E. And
the reason that MassPort has given for that is that
they had planes sitting on the runway just idling
because there were not enough gates for these huge
international flights to pull up to. And we don't
want them blow ng that fossil fuel out into the
nei ghborhood. W certainly don't. And the best way
to prevent that is to have a gate they can pull up
to and plug in. So that's a huge electricity
demand. And | amassuming that that is part of this
step load that's such a danger to the community.

And if it is, then it really nakes sense

to nove this thing onto Logan Airport's canpus. |If
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this is sonething really needed by Logan Airport and
not by the people in the community, then | don't
know why we have to bear the risk of this, that we
have to bear the | oss of property that could have
benefits to the community and not just be a risk.

As Staci Rubin referred to, a year ago
we fought to get environnental -justice |egislation
passed. Now we are fighting to get every single one
of the state agencies that have to inplenent this to
actually inplenent it. This is a case where | ooking
at the cumul ative burden in this community should be
sonet hing that has to be done in this process.

| guess in looking at the full story --
and Nicole did a great tineline. | have to rip that
of f because | want to do a tineline too. This goes
back so far. And | can renenber this project before
it actually becane sonething filed with the EFSB
when we were first having these conversations at a
Eagle H Il C vic Association neeting where there was
a deal that was being struck. And then after the
fact we were | ooking for what has happened with that
deal in those early days.

There was a purchase and sal e agreenent

signed before an RFP had gone out, within the city,
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not the state, it is on the city. And, of course,
at this point the people who were involved are
either dead or no longer in office. And the chief
of energy and environnment in the Cty of Boston at
the tinme when this deal was being nmade is no | onger
working for the Gty of Boston. He's working for
Ever sour ce.

So it is things |ike that that underm ne
our trust in the community outreach. N cole is
doi ng her best, her dammdest to get us trusting
Eversource. But things like that in addition to
things |ike forecasts that never pan out and data
that we can't actually get our hands on are things
that underm ne the trust; and the things that Eric
Bur kman had referenced, the feeling of not being
heard. It is a sense of not being heard because
this isn't anything that people want to hear.

| will stop there so that ny state
senat or can cone on board and give her testinony.
Thank you very nuch.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you, M. Wl key.

Senat or Edwards, would you like to speak
now? Sorry you are slightly del ayed but we were

anxious to let M. Wil key finish.
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(Senat or Lydi a Edwar ds)

SEN. EDWARDS: No, |'m always excited
and happy to hear himspeak. | appreciate the fact
that you are listening yet again to many of us in
the community in response who is going to be
i npacted by this. | see the nenbers of the EFSB and
| want to thank them for being here tonight; and
also Nicole for her emails and conti nued outreach.

| do want to echo one point, which is to
start out by saying that there is no doubt in our
mnd that we are changing as a conmunity. W are
growing as a community. And we absolutely need to
make sure that our infrastructure matches our
growt h, matches our needs. | understand the EFSB
and utilities conpanies play an inportant role in
maki ng sure that comunities are neeting the nonent.
That being said, | really want you to ask is -- the
nmonment has changed; and our definitions for what we
need to neet has changed. W are an environnental -
justice community. That definition didn't exist
when this project first started.

We are also part of a green new deal for
the City of Boston. W have new zoning requirenents

that include racial equity, and under AFFH, and
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finally we are looking at an entire different way of
pl anni ng our nunici pal harbor plan just for East
Bost on.

VWhat |"'mtrying to say to you is that
t he nonent and what we feel is necessary and what we
are prioritizing has changed greatly. Wat has not
is this plan. Wat has not net the nonent and
under st andi ng of what we need is this plan and the
process. | personally think that if we were to
actually go back to the community and ask them about
the permtted infrastructure that Eversource is
trying to build and whether it is neeting this
nmonment in our needs, | think you have heard
consistently over the years East Boston has said no,
not this way and not at this particular |ocation.

So for Eversource to file and for a
certificate to confirmit is neeting the comunity
benefits and necessities really to the EFSB over the
community's opposition should be sonething that
concerns you. Again, the opposition is not that we
don't need infrastructure to neet our greener
future, that we won't need to be able to generate
for our EV stations or solar panels, and so on and

so forth. That is not the question.
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| just think that what we have been
trying to say for the past several years, and in
many different | anguages, we can be nore creative
than this. This is not going to prepare us or help
us becone healthier or greener in our future.
Eversource should know that. But the EFSB, you are
supposed to be the caretaker and the guardian for
that for our communities. But you can, you can neet
the nonent; but this way, in a different way.

This process | honestly think has
been -- while Eversource may feel that it has been
sl owed down, | feel that it has been rushed. |
honestly think it should be undone and hopefully it
wi || be undone by our new governor. | hope when she
cones in, and if it takes a year and a half,
supposedly this may take, whatever tinme you are
starting, | think you should acknow edge the
political w nds that are changi ng.

You can rush as nmuch as you want but |
really wll be | obbying to nake sure any gover nor
that | support is absolutely in opposition to this
substation in this | ocation.

So | would hope that you are seeing this

nonment, and | hope that it's your understandi ng that
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when we cone back to the table wwth a new governor
we m ght be having this conversati on anyway.

| have al so infornmed Eversource of a
different |ocation that the comunity is willing to
tolerate that is in an industrial area, that is
further down the creek, not near a playground, that
is already fenced off, and Eversource's response
was: W are close to the goal line. Not that we
can't do it, not that it is just too expensive. It
was just: We could win here.

The owner of the private land is wlling
to provide the space for Eversource to nove the
substation. Eversource is refusing to do so sinply
because they just don't want to wait the tine. You
heard from John WAl key. Every single tine clock
t hat Eversource has set about when we will be
desperate to need the energy has been bl own away.
They have not been able to project the needs of this
community fromday one. And they have not been able
to neet and firmy earn the trust fromthis
community fromday one. |It's not wthout trying.

But the fact is the reps in this community and those
who live in this community, | amtelling you

Eversource can be doing better by this comunity.
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| encourage the EFSB to require
Eversource to do just that, to consider the other
| ocation, and also to consider the political
inplications. Again, we are going to be working as
hard as we can for as long as we can to stop this
substation; not to stop energy infrastructure, to
stop this particular substation in this |ocation.

|'ve been a proud opponent of this. W
have had hours-long hearings on this. W have
spoken with Eversource, the questions about the
data, where it is comng from The process is set
up for themto set what our needs are, for themto
j udge those needs, and then for the EFSB to
unfortunately tend to agree with them over us.

So what |'m hoping is that you do
sonething different this tinme; that you stand with
the community not, again, to prevent all
infrastructure but to instead hopefully prepare us
for a greener, healthier future, and not support
this substation in this |ocation, consider another
| ocati on, and pl ease consider working with the
community to help us define what that infrastructure
shoul d be. Thank you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you, Senat or
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Edwar ds.

At this point we will turn to the Iist
of people fromthe general public who have
preregi stered this evening.

MR. GREENE: W are getting very cl ose
to our 90-m nute mark and | woul d suggest a break
before we turn to the public conmments.

M5. SHARKEY: That wll be fine. Can we
take a five-mnute break, M. Arsenault? In that
case, we wll break for five mnutes and cone back.
Thank you.

(A recess was taken.)

M5. SHARKEY: The first person who
signed up on our list tonight is Heather O Brien

M5. OBRIEN. | hope you can see ne. |
know you' ve heard fromne before. | appreciate the
tinme to be able to speak again about this process
and about where we stand right now. | think that
nost of us can agree that this has been an arduous
and flawed process and a lot of it started before
many of us have been part of it. | think that for
the City of Boston and for -- | think M. Hallstrom
was tal ki ng about the increased need and this

i ncredi bl e overdevel opnent that has happened in
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Bost on and that maybe it has outdone what our
infrastructure can support. | really wish that if
Eversource really felt that way, that they had
br ought those concerns to the Gty of Boston and the
Pl anni ng and Devel opnment and to naybe sone of the
peopl e that they had contact with all al ong about
maybe not to approve all of this devel opnent.

| believe that there's an awful | ot of
devel opnment that has increased |load to the
nei ghbor hood. However, | believe that when this
process started that since then we have a | ot nore
energy-efficient buildings, a lot nore energy-
efficient appliances, and there's a | ot nore energy
sources that we could be [ooking at. It is not |ike
Eversource is comng in and giving sonething to this
community. They are charging for it. They are
charging dearly. People in this community pay
multiple things on every single one of these bills
and they are the ones that will be funding this
project. These people in an environnental -justice
conmmunity are going to be paying for this project on
their electric bills every single nonth.

M5. SHARKEY: Could you just slow down a

little bit for the interpreter.
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M5. OBRIEN. My apol ogi es.

| do know that in this process there
have been peopl e who have had internal neetings wth
the City of Boston. I|I'mreferring to one letter in
Novenber of 2015 witten to Eversource by one
individual in the Cty of Boston saying: As well as
coordinate our internal planning efforts, we
under stand and appreci ate Eversource -- blah, blah,
bl ah -- we understand that Eversource is taking both
I ndi vi dual and conprehensi ve zoni ng exenptions from
the Boston zoning code. This letter is to confirm
that the city supports the DPU s granting individual
and conprehensive zoni ng exenptions for the
Ever source proj ect.

This was fromone man working in the
City of Boston signing away all the rights to kind
of appeals or know edge for an entire city. Since
this letter was witten in 2015 this one person has
| eft office under investigations of bribery. So the
process has been flawed internally and externally
with the public.

| think right now we see a process where
now we have environnental -justice | anguage witten

into law. We have extrene environnental -justice
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things to consider, extrene factors. Just because
when this process started those weren't in place
doesn't nean we can't consider themnow. There is
sone discretion there. And we should consi der what
putting an el ectrical substation next to underground
fuel storage tanks next to 18 mllion gallons of jet
fuel, a playground and housing, very dense housing,
does to a community. It is a real and present
danger.

You know, to say that the only people
that | didn't see at conmmunity neetings as far as
el ected officials were Charlie Baker and Mayor Marty
Wal sh or Tom Menino. | saw everybody fromny U S,
senators down to ny city councillors down to ny ward
commttee nenbers at these neetings. None of them
have said this is a good idea, let's go forward, we
need electricity.

There nust be a better way. W have
technol ogy. W have the know edge now goi ng
forward. And we al so have right now a bunch of
unresol ved | egal issues, a bunch of appeals, a bunch
of legal actions at the city and state level wth
t he Commonweal th of Massachusetts. | would urge

that the Energy Facilities Siting Board not grant
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any relief right now to Eversource in this process,
tolet this process play out. As flawed as it was
and unfair as it was to an environnental -justice
conmmuni ty, we know things now.

We know t hat over 100, 000 Bost oni ans
voted no to this proposal where it is at. That was
nore votes than anything el se on that ballot, nore
votes than the mayor got. Once peopl e know t hat
this is happening, they said wow, that would never
be approved. It is irresponsible. It is dangerous.

W are at a place right now where
climate change is affecting everything. W do know
that we have got a heat island problemover here in
East Boston. W have | ess open space, |ess tree
canopy than any ot her nei ghborhood, and we have a
nore dense popul ati on.

| think that in light of where we are at
and where we have conme fromwe should not do any
nore injustice to this environnental -justice
community. | would urge you not to grant relief to
Eversource at this time for this. | would urge you
to let the appeals process play out, and I would
urge going back to the table and consider the

environnental -justice conmpounding factors to this
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communi ty.

That's pretty nmuch it. | think |I"l]
gi ve ot her people sone tine. Thank you very much
for having ne tonight.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you, Ms. O Brien

M. Minley, you are next, but | forgot
to nmention com ng back from break, we nornally ask
people to give their nanme, spell their |ast nane,
and give their address. So if commenters going
forward could follow that procedure, | would
appreciate it.

MR. MUNLEY: Yes, no worries. Thank you
agai n, everybody, for listening and hearing ne out.
My nane is Charles Minley, 454 Saratoga Street, a
bl ock and a half east of the proposed plan for the
substation. |I'mnot an environnental activist by
any neans. However, know ng what | know from ny
background i n energency services, putting a
substation this close to a flood zone, in a
hurri cane-inpact community -- granted it doesn't
happen very often; however, we have seen what
happens when substations get hit by superstorns.
Super Storm Sandy is exanpl e one.

You are putting it right next to fuel
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tanks and hones and jet A fuel. None of those
things mx. As much as you try to deter children
fromgetting into substations, let's be honest,
children are not the nost intelligent individuals on
the planet. Having this in the mddle of a

nei ghbor hood is absolutely irresponsible.

Especially know ng that now we know there is a
second | ocation that could potentially work. Wy is
that not being explored? These are just questions
that don't nmake any sense to ne.

Not to nention living in a country
that's divided on every topic as we are, yet you
have 84 percent of voters saying this is a bad idea.
| inplore the environnental board to please strongly
take that into consideration because we --
unfortunately -- for once the ngjority of us agree
on sonet hing. Thank you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you, M. Mnl ey.

If M. Osen is on, could he please
raise his hand. He's next on the list. Leonard
Osen. |If heisn't right now, we'll cone back to
him | ater.

M. Wang, could you tell nme who the next

person on the list is?
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MR. WANG. There is Juliane Manitz. She
has rai sed her hand. M. Manitz?

M5. MANI TZ: Thanks a lot for giving ne
the opportunity to comment on this. |I'mfollowng a
| ot of very eloquent people speaking very clearly
about things. And | hear a |lot of mstrust in the
data and m strust in the whole process. |I'ma
trained statistician and have a Ph.D. in math. When
| | ook at these graphs that are used as a basis to
say the substation is at capacity, at capacity, at
capacity, there's no substation in East Boston. [|I'm
| ooking at that graph and it nmakes ne nmad. Because
it is actually a really good exanple of how to cheat
wWth statistics. |t nakes nme nmad for ny profession
and it nmakes ne mad how the | ocal comunity is
treat ed.

So if you present predictions you have
to make clear what kind of assunptions are going in,
what is the data that you build the assunption on.
You have to show all the variation and uncertainty
that counts as a prediction error, and forecast
al ways conmes with uncertainty. You have to nake
very clear what assunptions, what kind of sea-Ievel

rise, and what kind of conditions you are using.
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O her things that are sonething that you
learn in Stats 101 and that is very easy to cheat is
just put a zero on the Y axis. It is not that
difficult. These things should not be a basis for a
decision |ike that.

So we are at capacity. And we don't
trust the data. Wiy don't you just publish the data
so that we can trust the data. There were a |ot of
I ssues in the past of making clear of what can
happen with the community invol venent. Wy don't
you nmake a 180 and show us that you really want
this.

| live just a mle away fromthis
proposed plant and it is a bad idea. Next to the
environnental flooding issues, we don't know if
there's appropriate consideration of the flooding
that we actually can expect with the climate crisis.
The area is floodi ng al ready.

We have safety concerns that is the
expl osi on and ot her hazards that is just anplifying
with jet fuel and heating oil in the area. It is a
densel y popul at ed nei ghborhood and then the public
park. That's what's ridiculous. And clearly it is

not in the public interest as the Boston ball ot has
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been show ng.

The Boston ballot is unfortunately
nonbi nding but it is closer to a denocratic process
than overriding 15 (inaudi ble) processes that seem
to be already very questionable. In previous years
there were hours and hours of public commentary and
we found we were all ignored the entire tine.
Nobody has listened. It is really frustrating.

Pl ease publish the data so that we can
under stand and we can have a communi cation on the
sane basis and nove that thing. Because in a
fl oodi ng zone is nothing where electricity and water
should m x. Thank you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

| believe Claire and Karl MIler are
next on the |ist.

M5. MLLER | went away for a nonent.

M5. SHARKEY: W can hear you. | want

to remnd you to spell your |ast nane and give your

addr ess.

M5. MLLER Absolutely. M nane is
Claire Mller, Mi | I er. | live at 9 Riverside
Square in Hyde Park. | use they/them pronouns.

| amtestifying today on behalf of the
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Unitarian Uni versalist Mass Action, the state action
network for UUs, as well as the coordinator for the
Mass Power Forward coalition of nore than 200

organi zations standing in solidarity wth

G eenRoots, East Boston, and all environnental -
justice nei ghborhoods.

|"m here to echo what has been said over
and over to reject this request from Eversource.

Li ke many humans across the world through space and
time, Unitarian Universalists believe in justice, in
equity, in conpassion in all human relations --
human rel ations. Unfortunately we have seen again
and again how corporations |ike Eversource work
tirelessly to nmake noney at the expense of everyone
el se.

It is up to you and ot her governnent al
bodies to do what is best for the public interest.
So pl ease, we inplore you, | inplore you, protect
our collective public interest. The City of Boston
has not unduly del ayed any permts. They don't
i ssue permts when there are pendi ng appeal s or
| egal cases on a project as there are here. The
state should not be allow ng private corporations,

entities that are really only answerable to their
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sharehol ders, to be overriding our really inportant
| aws such as Chapter 91, which again protect our
col lective public interests in the Conmmonweal t h.

Unitarian Universalists respect the
I nt erdependent web of our existence of which we are
all part. | can't help but listen to all this and
wonder if we are really on track for brownouts in
East Boston this sumer. Wy are we not hearing,
why are we not working aggressively to think about
what are all the ways that we could be keeping the
lights on? Wy aren't we hearing about an amazi ng,
aggressi ve, energy-efficiency program a retrofit
programto get ahead?

W are called to do better than this.
Particularly, as nentioned, as a nation, two years
after George Floyd's assassination -- of greater and
greater awareness of anti bl ackness, racism
environnmental racism we are called to do better and
to repair harmin environnental -justice
nei ghbor hoods in particul ar.

Please listen to all of us allies across
the state. W stand with G eenRoots and we know
that this request needs to be rejected. Thank you

so nuch.

FARMER ARSENAULT BROCK LLC




© 00 N O O B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O OO0 M W N P O

EFSB 22-01 - NSTAR Electric Company - East Eagle Substation - Vol A - 3/30/2022
Page 74

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you for your

coment s.

| believe next on the list is Mreille
Bejjani. |I'mnot sure howit is spelled or
pronounced. |f you can unnute yourself and give

your nane and address to the stenographer before you
begi n your conments.

M5. BEJJANI: Hello. M nane is
Mreille Bejjani, Bej j ani. M address is 92
Peabody Lane in G eenfield.

| amthe energy justice director at
Community Action Wrks, a regional nonprofit that
wor ks side by side with everyday people to confront
those who are polluting and harm ng the health of
our communities. I|I'mhere in solidarity with
GreenRoots to ask you to reject Eversource's request
for the certificate.

This request from Eversource is an
attenpt to ignore public opinion and bypass the
regul atory process that is put in place to protect
our environnment and our communities. The residents
in the area, as fol ks have pointed out, where the
substation is being proposed, and in the Gty of

Boston as a whol e, have overwhel m ngly expressed
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their opposition to this project tinme and tine
again. Fromtestifying at hearings to voting on the
ballot initiative in the Novenber of |ast year, the
community has nmade it evident that this project
flies in the face of public interest.

What makes it even nore egregious is the
fact that East Boston and Chel sea are
environnental -justice communities already over-
burdened by pollution and harnful facilities. The
new roadmap | aw was put in place to protect
communities like these fromcumul ative inpact and it
shoul d be applied in this instance.

Eversource's request for the certificate
not only ignores the public interest and the
public's voice, but it also attenpts to ignore the
protections years of |egislation and regul ati on have
put in place for our environnent and our
comrunities. There is a reason that projects nust
undergo detailed scrutiny from nunerous
deci si on- maki ng bodi es at the municipal and state
| evel s that have specific expertise to ensure a
measure of accountability and care.

Eversource is a private conpany

accountable only to its stakeholders. EFSB granting
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this certificate would underm ne our state
denocrati c processes by renoving the accountability
that conmes from Eversource needing to earn its
permts fromthe Gty of Boston and the State of
Massachusetts.

| use the word "earn" intentionally
here. Too frequently in nmy work with comrunities
across the state | see corporations |ike Eversource
adopting an attitude of entitlenent when it cones to
projects they want to build as though they should be
able to nove forward how t hey want, where they want,
when they want.

MS. SHARKEY: Could you sl ow down,
please. It is difficult for the translators unless
people take their tinme when they speak. Thank you.

M5. BEJJANI: So | was saying too
frequently in ny work with conmunities across the
state | see corporations |ike Eversource adopting an
attitude of entitlenent when it cones to projects
they want to build as though they should be able to
nove forward how t hey want, when they want, where
they want to pollute and harm our communities.

Decades of regulatory and permtting

processes deciding in their favor have enbol dened
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corporations to further dig into and exhibit this
attitude. And Eversource is continuing to push this
project forward wi thout showi ng the public the real
data denonstrating its need and justifying its

pl acenent .

Eversource nmust go through the whole
process includi ng pendi ng appeal s and | egal cases.
They nust earn every permt required to build this
project. They should not be allowed to circunvent
steps designated to protect our conmunities, that
are designed to protect our comunities.

So pl ease deny this request for a
certificate to override nunicipal and state
deci si on-makers. Thank you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you for your
conment s.

s M. Osen available now? 1In that
case --

MR WANG | just pronoted presunably
M. Odsen to the panel.

M5. SHARKEY: M. O sen, are you Mitual
Aid Eastie?

MR. OLSEN. Hello, everybody. Can you

hear ne okay?
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MS. SHARKEY: Before you start, can you
gi ve your nane, spell your |ast nanme, and give your
address for the court reporter.

MR OLSEN. Yes. M/ nane is Leonard
Osen, Ol s en | live at 97 Lexington Street,
Apartnment 2, East Boston, Miss. 02128.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

MR. OLSEN. Thank you all and thank you
for putting nme back in the queue. | appreciate it.

As ny Zoom nane aptly describes, | work
with the Muitual Aid Network in East Boston.

M5. SHARKEY: M. dsen, could you just
slow down a little bit. Even though people are
excited, when they speak too fast it is tough for
the translators. W want to nmake sure that
everybody's comrents are fully captured and provided
for the transcript and the video recording.

MR. OLSEN. Yes. Understood. Thank
you. Apologies to the interpreters. Thank you for
your wor Kk tonight.

In any case, |'mone of the
cofacilitators of the East Boston Utility Network.
|"'m here with anot her nenber of our team speaking

fromthe office which is only a couple of blocks
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away fromthe proposed site of this substation. Cy
(phonetic) lives in another part of East Boston.
was explaining to hima little bit about the

proj ect, about a high-voltage, electrical substation
being placed in a flood zone next to where kids
play, next to all the jet fuel in New England. And
Cy, of course, told nme what anybody has sai d about
this project: It sounds |ike a great project.
That's of course a joke. Nobody has ever said that
about this project that |'ve described it to, and |
have described it to a ot a | ot of people.

And | think that resonates with sone of
the comments you heard before. [I'Il get to -- |
know we are here for a specific purpose and a
specific request from Eversource tonight, but |
think that just needs to be underlined that this is
a really absurd and offensive proposal to us here
who live in the nei ghborhood to be placing the
substation in the place it is nmeant to be pl aced.
And like | said, it is only a stone's throw away
fromwhere I amright now.

Eversource is a public conpany,
therefore the intent of all projects should be to

benefit the public and the residents of East Boston.
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But burdening us in an already environnmental -justice
community with both this substation and a rate hike
to go along with it, it doesn't seemto be in
anyone's benefit or the public's benefit whatsoever.

In any case, as far as the request to go
around and bounce around the permtting process, not
referring to this in the | egal |anguage, but as far
as nmy interpretation here, this is Eversource
requesting to evade the permtting process and build
this thing before the appeal s that have al ready been
filed on several state and city processes are
finished. It is equally absurd as the project
itself.

To put it in summary, |'m here agai nst
what's being proposed before the EFSB t oday and ask
that the Board stand with the conmmunity and the
peopl e here in East Boston and abide by the | aw,
sinply. Eversource has not by any neans shown a
reason for why we shouldn't wait for these appeal s
and for this process to play out. W are going to
oppose the construction of this at all costs and we
ask the EFSB to do the sane.

Thank you, everybody, for standing wth

the people in East Boston. Again, one nore tineg,
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|"'m here to speak in opposition of the proposal from
Eversource today. Thank you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you, M. O sen.

| believe Tali Snookler is here on the
list. Could you just start by giving your nane,
spelling your |ast nanme and gi ving your address.

Pl ease be sl ow.

M5. SMOOKLER: My nane is Tali Snookl er
My last nane is Smoo k|l er. I'mat 13 Danforth
Street in Janmaica Plain. |'mhere with the
Uni tarian Universalists Mass Action, as Claire was
earlier as well. W are a statew de faith-based,
soci al -justice organi zati on and many of our nenbers
live in the Boston area. One of our core issues is
climate and environnental justice.

This is a project that depends on
sacrificing the safety of people in East Boston.
Every time | hear about the substation, that it
woul d be built in a flood zone, near a playground,
near mllions of tons of jet fuel, it is really hard
to believe that decision-nmakers woul d approve this
cl early dangerous proposal and put communities at
risk. So | ask that you listen to the hundreds of

testinony that residents, allies and politicians
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have given in the past several years at hearings
like this one against this substation, and also the
residents of Boston who have voted overwhel m ngly
against this project this past Novenber, and to not
nove forward with this project.

Lastly, there are environnental -justice
| aws that should be applied to this project that the
curmul ative inpact of this project on a community
al ready so heavily burdened shoul d be consi dered
strongly. And so with that, |I really urge you and
ask that you do not nove this project forward.

Thank you.

MS. SHARKEY: Thank you.

Next on the list is Karry Mizzey.

Agai n, the sane routine. @ ve your nane, spell your
| ast nane, and give your address and then your
comrents. Thank you.

M5. MJZZEY: M nane is Karry Mizzey.

My last nane is spelled Mu z z ey. And | live at
3688 Washington Street in Boston. |[|'ll keep it
brief because a lot of what | was wanting to say has
al ready been said so well by others, and you've all
heard community input on this project. Boston

vot ers overwhel m ngly oppose, voices fromthe
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nei ghbor hood overwhel m ngly oppose, city councilors
and the state rep and senator for the nei ghborhood
oppose. The only party saying that this substation
Is in the public interest seens to be Eversource.

And to the Siting Board, if you are
going to seek public input fromthe residents of the
nei ghbor hood who have | ess power but who are those
nost affected by this project who will have to see
It and pass by it every day for the next several
decades, their voices should be given at |east as
much wei ght as Eversource, a private corporation.

There are other |ocations, as was
poi nted out, in the East Boston nei ghborhood with
hi gher el evation, further away fromthe banks of the
Chel sea Creek, further away fromthe heating oil and
jet fuel and recreational areas that should be
seriously consi der ed.

There's also a mcrogrid slated to be
comng online in Chelsea and that should help with
sone of the reliability issues that Eversource
nmentioned. It could be expanded and coul d
contribute to the region's energy independence.

This project of course, as others have

stated, shouldn't be exenpted fromthe new
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environnental -justice provisions that are now | aw
which state that communities with heavy air

pol lution and industrial pollution should be given
extra consi deration before any energy projects are
built. That |aw passed to help repair historical

I njustices, and Massachusetts needs our conm t nment
and dedi cation to environnental justice.

So | recommend that you pl ease at | east
wait until all the outstanding appeals and | awsuits
have been deci ded before allowng this project to
nove forward. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak tonight.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you for your

coment s.

The next person on the list | believe is
Tania Del Rio. If you are here, could you raise
your hand.

M5. DEL RIO |'m here.

M5. SHARKEY: The sane rul es as
everybody else. Could you give your nane, spell
your | ast nane, and give your address, please, and
give us --

M5. DEL RIG  Yes, thank you. M/ nane
is Tania Del Rio, Del Ri o0, 28 Teragram Street in
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East Boston. | want to add ny voice to the nany
communi ty nenbers who have added their voices
repeatedly to this conversation no matter the
hurdl es that have been placed upon the comunity for
participating in this process.

Peopl e have been exercising their
| eadership and their advocacy in opposition to this
substation for the reasons that have been stated
before. It is dangerous. It is near to al nost 20
mllion gallons of jet fuel. It is in a flood zone,
In a densely housed area right next to a playground
that ny children have used for years.

We, instead of considering building a
substation in this specific location, should be
| ooking at building a buffer zone to protect our
environnental -justice community, the community, the
nei ghborhood and the City of Boston that's the nost
at risk for sea-level rise and for storm surge
fl oodi ng which we have actually seen on that very
street.

We shoul d be | ooking for open space
per neabl e surfaces (inaudible), and extension of the
urban wild. Instead what we got was a police

station, and a substation is proposed. And as
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ot hers have shared, the process has sown m strust,
and has featured in many points just the |ack of

i nclusion, which | amheartened to see inproved with
the transl ation services and the renote options.
Still the damage has been done.

| guess what is nost troublesone to ne
and it is nmakes ny blood boil a little bit, to be
honest, is the fact that we have had repeated
meeti ngs where the overwhelmng mgjority of the
peopl e who are testifying, both neighbors and
allies, are telling you, are telling Eversource, not
necessarily the Board, but Eversource that we oppose
the substation, that there are better |ocations for
it, that we understand the need for infrastructure
but that's not the right |location, and repeatedly
the process keeps noving forward. Now we have seen
even | egal action being taken.

So that part toneis, it is hard to
understand, the fact that in the face of now the
whole Gty of Boston voting overwhel m ngly agai nst
this substation being | ocated here, Eversource
continues to insist. So to ne the presentation
earlier today around presenting scenarios to scare

us, around how we are not going to have power and
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how, you know, if we don't have the substation we
are just going to not have electricity is just a
tactic that's not appropriate. | see it as a power
play. It is either a power play or just not caring
about community input.

So | ask the Board with respect to
pl ease stand with this nei ghborhood, stand with the
rest of the City of Boston that has said this is not
the appropriate location for this piece of
I nfrastructure, and we need to be nore creative
around how to provide energy for our community. As
has been nenti oned before, there is technol ogy
avail able, there are better ways. W can be nore
creative. So ny ask to the Board is do not grant
this relief to Eversource. The community opposes
It. Please stand with us.

MB. SHARKEY: Thank you.

| s Linda Jenkins here, who is next on
the list who signed up with us? |[If you are, can you
rai se your hand? W will try and cone back to her.

Sabi ne Peterka is next.

M5. PETERKA: M nane is Sabi ne Peterka,
Peter ka | live at 68 Bailey Street in Boston

02124.

FARMER ARSENAULT BROCK LLC




© 00 N O O B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O OO0 M W N P O

EFSB 22-01 - NSTAR Electric Company - East Eagle Substation - Vol A - 3/30/2022

Page 88

| work wwth kids in East Boston and
Chel sea and so |'m here tonight to voice ny
opposition to Eversource's attenpt to avoid
necessary permtting processes for this project,
which is largely opposed by the community. [|'m
asking the Board to deny the certificate.

The kids that | work with already face
high | evels of pollution and chem cal s which
threaten their health and well-being. This project
woul d bring an increased risk of accidents around
the voltage in this flooding area as well as
I ncreased pollution fromconstruction and taking
away green space which would further burden these
kids with nore adverse environnental conditions.

| believe that safe alternatives exist
to neet our future energy needs w thout sacrificing
our health. W all deserve opportunities to
advocate for safe conditions in our comunities, and
Eversource nmust be held accountable to taking public
opinion seriously and taking it to heart. Thank
you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

Next is Thomas Price. Wuld you raise

your hand if you are here.
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MR PRICE: |'m here.

M5. SHARKEY: | saw you pop up on the
screen. Could you do the usual, give your nane,
spell your |ast nane, and give your address, please.
Thank you.

MR PRICEE MW nane is Thomas Price, Pr
i ce | live at 472 Saratoga Street, Apartnment 2.

So nmy main reason for comments are
really to ask sone questions to Eversource in
regards to how they plan on dealing with the siting
and their current plans as drawn, given out in the
flier that was mail ed out.

It is, as has been nentioned nultiple
times, in a flood zone with proximty to the Chel sea
Creek. | want to understand, to know what
consi derati ons have been taken in regards to
particularly the transforner protection for |eaking
transformer oil. There's a base that's nade for
that. How is that being designed to take into
account the significant rainfall events, in
particular hurricanes, and the fact that there are
hi gher-intensity storns now occurring nore often.
And al so, how they are going to handle what's

involved in the siting of the el ectronics shack,
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think it was called, or the maintenance buil ding
where all the protective relay equi pmrent will nost
likely to be stored and with that |ocation being
closer to the creek, neaning that it is going to be
on the lower -- I'mnot an expert and | haven't seen
every single part of the design -- but it nost
likely will be starting at a | ower elevation than
the rest of the -- than other parts of the
substati on desi gn.

Al'so, in addition, there's a | ot of
mai nt enance, a |ot of roads that's going to be going
t hrough extensive work to put in the new conduits to
tie to the distribution. Wat | want to know is how
Is that going to be nmanaged so as to mtigate the
anmount of streets that are closed, access. This is
a nei ghborhood with a certain anount of one-way
streets and also a very, very tight parking
situation as it exists today. And it gets worse
when we have repair work done on a street and hal f
of a block is closed down.

To a bigger extent nmy question is this.
W are trying to give -- the discussion is a request
for a certificate to proceed wwth the construction

when questions |like these need to be answered before
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you can go ahead and build sonething that's going to
be here for 50 to a hundred years, and if we don't
account for that we wll have damage to our electric
systemthat | as a ratepayer wll eventually end up
paying. That's the extent of ny comments.

M5. SHARKEY: M. Price, if | could just
ask you to qualify. You said this was in a flier?

MR. PRICE: The notice that was mail ed
to us.

M5. SHARKEY: (kay.

MR. PRICE:  Sorry.

M5. SHARKEY: That's fine. | wasn't
sure what you were referring to.

Wul d the conpany like to respond to
M. Price's question?

MR. HALLSTROM There was certainly an
awful lot there. | don't knowif | can hit
everything. Certainly we are going to build a
substation that wll last 50 years. That's how we
will design the station. And our intent will be for
t hat substation to do its job for nany years.

In terns of the oil containnment, the
transfornmers do have in their design containnments if

there should be an oil rel ease. But all of our
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transforners have a very significant anount of
monitoring. New transfornmers, new substations with
today's technol ogy, we see a lot renotely from our
control center on how the equi pnent is perform ng.
There are many, many alarns that would give us a
heads-up if anything was going, that's happening

t hat shoul dn't happen.

As | said in ny opening renmarks, when
you t hink about substations and their inportance to
the electric systemand serving custoners, we
I nspect, we maintain. All of our substation are
I nspected at least nonthly. W put a |ot of
enphasi s into mai ntenance and operati ons.
Substations can't afford to go dowmn. W can't
afford to have an issue. W put a lot of attention
Into them

So I'mvery confident about the design
and its location and its ability to serve our
custoners for nmany, nmany years.

MR. PRICE: Can | ask just a quick
foll owup? How is the design being inpacted, in
essence what's the criteria being used for the
desi gn of the substation, the siting of the

equi pmrent in the site to account for the ever
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I ncreasing, the significant flooding risk from
climate change, sea-level rise, and the increase in
significant rainstormevents? | have seen pictures
of massive, massive storns in urban areas. | just
woul d want to make sure that before there's any go-
ahead to build this, you are anticipating, and it's
desi gned properly. That concerns ne with just
giving a green light with agreeing to go ahead with
the certificate of interest.

M5. BOADEN: Thank you for your
gquestion. W do have significant information on the
record. |I'mgoing to ask M. Zicko to cone forward
and answer this question, just a high-1level
overview. Additionally, there's sone information on
this in the underlying case.

M. Zicko?

MR, ZI CKO Good evening. Can everybody

hear nme?

MS. SHARKEY: Yes.

MR, ZICKO The spelling of ny |ast nane
is Zi c ko |I'mthe director of capital project

engi neering at Eversource.
When we first started to conceptualize

this station, there weren't a |lot of industry
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standards on how to deal with sea-level rise and
flooding and storns and climte change. W adopted
at the tinme what we felt were very conservative
assunptions that are, as Ms. Bowden said, are anply
docunented in the record. As tinme went on the

I ndustry in general adopted standards for the flood
resiliency stations. One of the nbst notabl e that
we refer back to is the one by the independent
system operator | SO New Engl and. They are charged
with keeping the lights on all over New Engl and.

As it turns out, the assunptions that we
made and plan to build the station to exceed what is
in the | SO New Engl and standard. | SO New Engl and,
for those of you who don't know, is charged with the
safe, reliable and cost-effective operation of the
el ectric grid in New Engl and.

We have designed for a certain flood
| evel and storm W realize that nature can be
unpredictable. And there's nothing in the design
that would prohibit the use of portable flood
barriers if they becane necessary in the future. As
M. Hallstromvery eloquently said, this is a big
I nvestnment for the conpany. W don't want it to

fl ood, and we want to nmake sure it stays online to

FARMER ARSENAULT BROCK LLC




© 00 N O O B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O OO0 M W N P O

EFSB 22-01 - NSTAR Electric Company - East Eagle Substation - Vol A - 3/30/2022
Page 95

t he maxi num extent possible. Thank you.

M5. BOADEN: Thank you, M. Zicko.

MR. PRI CE: Thanks for answering the
guesti ons.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you, M. Price.

M. Wang, is that the end of the |ist of
peopl e who have preregistered?

MR WANG It is, it is.

M5. SHARKEY: In that case we woul d open
up the floor to people who are in attendance and
want to speak but were not able, for whatever
reasons, to preregister with us to speak. |[|f you
are in attendance and you have any questions or
coments, please raise your hand.

MR. WANG. We have four hands rai sed.
|"mgoing to pronote them by the order they are
showing up in ny |ist.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

MR. WANG We have Ms. Mari am Cohen
first.

MS5. SHARKEY: Before you start, if you
can spell your last nane and give your address
pl ease and speak sl owy.

M5. COHEN. My nane is Mriam Cohen, C o
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hen | live at 126 Hudson Street in Sonerville.
And | amgoing to be brief because | just want to
reiterate everything that's been said really

el oquently by a |l ot of people here tonight.

| "' man organi zer with Massachusetts
Interfaith Power and Light. W organize people of
faith in congregations for climte and environnental
justice across the state. First of all, we stand in
solidarity with G eenRoots and the coalition of
fol ks that are fighting agai nst the substati on.

On a personal level, this is the first
hearing, neeting like this that |'ve been on. And |
am actually surprised by how little |I |earned
tonight. Everything that was said by Eversource,
representatives from Eversource about the substation
bei ng necessary | have heard before. And the points
made by the advocates saying this is the wong pl ace
for this kind of facility I've heard before. |I'm
di sappointed that this tine is being spent in what
feels like pretending to listen to comunity
menber s.

So | reiterate on behalf of nyself as a
Massachusetts resident and the folks that | work

with to take into account the laws that |egislators
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have passed and the nessage that voters have sent.
Thank you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

MR. WANG We have Dr. Marcos Luna next.

M5. SHARKEY: If you can unnute yourself
and give your nane, spell your |ast nane and give
your address.

MR LUNA: M nane is Marcos, Mar c o
s, Luna, Luna. | live at 143 Saratoga Street in
East Boston, just on the other side of the hill from
t he substation site.

| want to say that the certificate of
public interest should be denied. Eversource has
not clearly and transparently denonstrated that this
facility in this particular location is a pressing
need ;in fact, the repeated projections have turned
out to be incorrect, and the fact that it refuses to
share localized data to enpirically support its
supposed need.

G ven the deep and consistent opposition
by the community and its representatives about a
substation at this location and the frustration wth
t he public engagenent process itself, | think the

Energy Facilities Siting Board has an obligation to
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at the very |l east adhere to a fully vetted process
that allows the permtting process to be conpl eted
wi t hout shortcuts for | egal nmaneuveri ng.

Finally, while a essenti al
infrastructure is certainly in the public's
interest, so is due process and a substantive public
engagenent process and equity. This is why the
Commonweal th passed | egislation this past year
defining environnmental -justice communities and
directing state agencies to incorporate
environnental justice into their processes and
deci si on- maki ng.

The proposed siting of this substation
fits a pattern of inequitable industrial devel opnent
that is overly concentrated in certain commnities,
di sproportionately distributing the burdens while
the benefits are captured by others. This is not in
the public interest.

Again, | ask that you deny Eversource's
petition for a certificate of public interest.

Thank you.
M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.
Next we have Karla Ceruzzi. |f you can

rai se your hand.
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G ve your nane and address for the
st enogr apher.

M5. CERUZZI: M nane is Karla Ceruzzi,
Ceruzzi. | live at 115 Saratoga Street in
Boston. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

| have been followng this process for
many years fromafar. |'ve not been to one of these
neetings before. | wanted to thank sone of ny
fell ow East Boston parents and nei ghbors in Eagle
H Il for working to spread the word about this
proj ect and about this process which has from ny

perspective really flown under the radar for a |ong

tine.

A | ot of people have already nade good
points so I'll keep ny comments short. | just
wanted to add ny voice to the record. 1'd like to

go back to the begi nning of the neeting when we
heard that there's no plan B for kind of adding
addi tional capacity to this area, electrical
capacity.

| think that this project has been
tal ked about for a long tinme. Comunity opposition
to the project as it is currently sited has been

going on for many years. Over these years we have
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all learned a |lot nore about sea-level rise and
extrenme weat her, the inportance of green
infrastructure, resilient infrastructure, and
conpr ehensi ve planning as well as environnent al
justice. So a |lot has happened over those years.

My question is why is there no plan B?
Wiy are there no alternatives on the table? |'m not
famliar with the data that underpins all of these
assunptions. But what | do know as a nenber of the
community, a longtine resident, is that this
community has rejected this version of the project
many tinmes, at the ballot, in neeting, through our
el ected representatives, through public coment. |
don't understand why we seemto be just powering
t hrough that opposition instead of devel opi ng
alternatives. | don't understand why this is the
right site and only site that nakes sense for this
pr oj ect .

To wap up, | think it would be
unfortunate if the Board that is hearing this
request fell into this false sense of urgency that
everything is going to go bad or everything is going
to go dark if we don't grant sort of this work-

around for public process. It doesn't seens |ike
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there's much investnent in comng up wth
alternatives. | think that working together with
the comunity it should be possible that we can cone
up with sonething else. Thank you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

Next we have Nora Paul - Schul t z.

M5. PAUL- SCHULTZ: Good evening. M
name is Nora Paul -Schultz, Pa ul hyphen Sc h ul
t z. | live at 13 Danforth Street in Jamaica Pl ain.

| ma physics teacher in Boston public
schools. Many of ny students live in East Boston.
They tal k about wal king in the parks near the
proposed site for the substation. Wen we talked
about the substation as an exanple of how physics is
connected to their lives, many of themare really
horrified that anyone woul d choose to put a
substation in this place. They were concerned about
the fl ooding and about the fuel tanks and the
proximty to parks and playgrounds. They were
asking --

M5. SHARKEY: | think we |ost her.

MR. GREENE: Apologies for the technical
glitch there.

M5. PAUL- SCHULTZ: Hi. Thank you.
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M5. SHARKEY: Thank you for com ng back.

M5. PAUL- SCHULTZ: No problem The
virtual world we are in.

My students are concerned and want to
know why peopl e woul d choose this spot as a spot.
So | stand with GreenRoots and ot her groups
advocating to not have the substation in this spot.
And | hope that we can find a different spot that
will not inhibit ny students' access to green space.
Thank you so nuch

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

Next is Gabriella Coletta. Unnute
yoursel f, give your nane, spell your |ast nane, give
your address.

M5. COLETTA: Good evening. M nane is

Gabriella Coletta, Col et t a. | live at 99
Trenton Street, Apartnent 1, in East Boston. |'ma
lifelong Eagle H Il resident and a candi date for
Boston Gty Council. Thank you.

| stand with GreenRoots and ot her
amazi ng advocacy organi zati ons and ask that you
reject this certificate. There is no pressing need
and there is no support. There is only comunity

power in opposition.
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East Boston faces unique challenges. It
has al ways been, it has al ways been bearing the
burden of generational environnmental injustices. An
el ectric substation has no place on the shoreline of
this community near gas tanks, period.

Ever source has contended that recent
devel opnents nandate that a new substation be built.
But they have yet to produce an hour-by-hour need or
any data to back up their clains. |In fact, the
Uni on of Concerned Scientists has provided data from
New Engl and power showi ng increased efficiency in
new bui | di ngs and appliances. They have al so fail ed
t o engage non- Engl i sh-speaki ng popul ations in the
communi ty.

We have seen tine and tine again that
our community is overburdened and we are tired, we
are tired by polluting-energy infrastructure with
the lack of intentional comunity outreach to
resi dents who do not speak English. This
perpetuates a cycle of injustice by not allow ng
residents to voice their concerns, ask questions of
maj or energy corporations, and fully understand the
I npact on their health and well -bei ng.

We also need to also effectively
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I ncorporate contenporary data as it relates to
sea-level rise and stormsurge. W nust plan for
the future and what we know w ||l be com ng and what
has al ready happened, which is coastal fl ooding.
There are a mllion different alternatives that
could go here and the community has said tine and
time again they are against it, and the entire Cty
of Boston voted agai nst this.

So nmy question is, who are your
supporters, Eversource? | haven't heard one here
tonight. W are an activist community. W have
risen up during this process to collectively say no
to this substation. W do not want, we do not need,
and Eversource has not denonstrated a need for the
substation. Do the right thing and pl ease reject
this proposal. Thank you.

MB. SHARKEY: Thank you.

| s there anyone el se renai ni ng who woul d
like to speak? |If they could raise their hand.

MR. WANG  There's a Noney Rodriguez.

MS5. SHARKEY: Before you start, could
you go through the process where you give your nane
and spell your |ast nane and give your address and

then give us your comments. Thank you.
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M5 RODRI GUEZ: (Through interpreter)
Nomey Rodriguez, No mey, Rodr i gue z.

Good afternoon. | ama resident of East
Boston, of West Eagle Street in East Boston, and I'm
al so an organi zer of community purposes with
G eenRoots. M testinony of tonight is the
opposition. @G ven prior years when Eversource
started bringing these projects to our conmunity we
wer e excl uded, and you al so have to renenber that.
We were excluded fromthe reunions (verbatim, one
for not having the correct interpretation know ng
that we are a part of this conmmunity. W are from
t hose Hi spanics that didn't understand the
term nol ogy or understood the preoccupations or the
chaos that this was going to bring to our comrmunity.
It is really infuriating to see that you guys are
approving the energy source invading the right that
we have as Hi spani cs.

This is also our community. W also
have privileges inside of this community. M sons
have enjoyed that park where they would like to
construct this plant for eight years. And it is
unjust that they cone with this project. W are

tired, because our sons are the ones that are
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suffering the inpacts of what this is causing, the
contam nation, the asthma has been nore preval ent
now in our children. W need to stop. W want to
stop because we have an overcharge of this and |
think it is unjust.

| think they need to understand we know
the need that you have. What you need to understand
and listen is what is our concerns as parents and
why we don't want the substation close to the park.

|'"'mvery thankful with all our peopl e of
the community. Now I'm speaking in ny | anguage and
| feel strengthened because now they are |istening
in the right |anguage that they should have brought
this proposal to. But unfortunately we were
excl uded when we had to stop working, when we had to
pay so that they could take care of our children,
and not understand absolutely anything for four
hour s.

Now, you have to understand that we are
stronger than yesterday when we couldn't see that
all this inpact was com ng upon us as well. And
this is why |'magainst this proposal. Wat we want
I's parks, green areas where our children can explore

and | earn and educate thenselves in a greener way.
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W don't want a substation. W want nore parks. W
want us to help create this park, this green park to
create what we need in the environnent, what we need
as humans that we are destroying. Thank you.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

|f there isn't anyone else, | would like
to thank everyone for attending tonight's Siting
Board heari ng.

MR. GREENE: W have one nore, Presiding
O ficer Sharkey.

M5. SHARKEY: Thank you. | can't see
the hands raised virtually. Wo do we have next?

MR, GREENE: Sandra N.

M5. SHARKEY: So Sandra could you foll ow
the sane routine where you give your nane, spell
your name, and give your address before you give us

your conments.

M5. NIJJAR  Thank you. | am Sandra
Nijjar, Ni j j ar. | live at 137 Saratoga Street.
| am | live a couple of blocks away from where you

are proposing to put in this substation.
So | amagainst the installation of this
el ectrical plant in ny neighborhood. | have

expressed this feeling and this frustration over a
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and over and over again. | have shared wth all of
you ny feelings, ny sense on this proposal.

| really believe that an el ectrical
substation to be installed straight on the ground by
the Chel sea Creek water w thout any platform and
wi t hout any shielding to protect us fromthe
el ectrical magnetic rays, it is ridiculous. It is
so wong and you know it. This substation wll be
extrenely hazardous to our safety and to our health
and you all know that too.

And | don't understand why you
consci ously make such a decision to install such a
ticking bonb in ny nei ghborhood. How can you sl eep
at ni ght know ng that you have sentenced us all to
death over noney? And you all knowthis. |t seens
to me that this is about ego nore than it is about
noney. You don't like to be told no, Eversource.
You are used to doing as you please at all cost.

Vell, we, the East Boston residents, are
telling you no. W do not want your dangerous,
ticking bonb electrical substation in our
nei ghborhood. Take it to your backyard. Put it
next to your nei ghborhood. See how you feel walking

by it, especially when you know you have had heavy

FARMER ARSENAULT BROCK LLC



© 00 N O O B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O OO0 M W N P O

EFSB 22-01 - NSTAR Electric Company - East Eagle Substation - Vol A - 3/30/2022

Page 109

rains and the water rises, and you are thinking
every night, oh, ny God, the substation is a bl ock
away fromny house and it is raining heavy. It is
right next to the water and it floods. It is in a
flood zone. AmI| going to be awake tonorrow or am |
going to be gone, am | going to be ashes? Try to be
in our shoes for a little bit. Try to pretend to be
us for alittle bit and see how you feel.

| beg you, please, think about us for a
little bit over noney. NMbney is not everything.

You are alive today and tonorrow we don't know. |
think COVID 19 has really taught us a | esson. |
hope it has taught us a lesson. Think a little bit
about us. Thank you so nuch.

MS5. SHARKEY: Thank you.

M. Wang, is there anyone el se who is
wai ting to speak?

MR. WANG  Soneone had their hand raised
but they put it down. So I'mnot sure if they still
want to speak.

M5. SHARKEY: |f there is anyone here
who was waiting or wants to speak, please |et us
know now.

MR WANG | don't see anyone right now.
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M5. SHARKEY: In that case, thank you to
everyone who has attended and offered conmments
t oni ght .

The notice that you have seen for this
publ i c comment hearing include other inportant dates
that are related to this case. |f you decide that
your spoken comments tonight were not fully
expressed, you should file witten conmments by April
19. Your witten comments help informthe Siting
Board about public concerns regarding the
certificate request and ot her issues under reviewin
this proceeding. Please email those comments to ne
at Donnadot Shar k e y@ass.gov. And to the
conpany legal's representatives at dr os e n@X e e
ganwer | i n.com

Intervenors and limted participants in
the initial proceeding or in the project change
proceeding are automatically granted the sane status
in this proceeding wthout the need for a new
petition. |If you decide that you wish to
participate as either an intervenor or a limted
participant, you need to file those requests by
April 19 as well. Qur Siting Board website

descri bes the requirenents necessary to petition for
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status as an intervenor or for status as a limted
participant. There is a specific page on our
website which provides information on filing these
requests. The web address is www nmass. gov/ howt o/
file-a-petition-to-intervene-in-an-EFSB-or- DPU
siting-case. You can always use the links that are
witten in the notice you received of tonight's
public comment hearing in order to file any
information either with ne or wwth the Siting Board.

On Tuesday, May 17, 2022 the Siting
Board will conduct an initial renote adjudicatory
hearing to review Eversource's certificate request
begi nning at 10:00 a.m using Zoom |Information on
viewi ng that hearing will be posted on the Siting
Board's informati on web page before the hearing.
That address is also included in the notice that you
recei ved of the public hearing tonight.

| would |ike to thank everyone for
attending this public comment hearing and for your
patience with us tonight. Good night.

Of the record.

(8:47 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, David A. Arsenault, Registered
Prof essi onal Reporter, and Certified Reporter in the
Commonweal t h of Massachusetts, #100693, do hereby
certify that the foregoing record is a true and
accurate transcript of ny stenographic notes taken

on March 30, 2022 in the above-captioned matter.

David A. Arsenault, RPR
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