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d.  Discuss alternative methods that the Department or 
the Siting Board could employ to maximize public 
involvement in the public comment and hearing 
process. 

Memo to DPU 21-50 Electronic Distribution List
EFSB 21-01 Service List
July 19, 2022



Why don’t Cities and Towns participate?



Why don’t Cities and Towns participate effectively?



Project 
Scope

Project Design Project 
Implementation

2018-21

EFSB

Applicant

Town

Petition 
6/15/16

Hearing 
5/18/ to 6/29/17

Final 
Decision
5/18/18

30% 
8/31/17

No change from 
75%

Compliance 
filings

Petition to 
intervene 
10/11/16

Motion to 
reopen hearing

1/1118

Denied motion 
to reopen
4/13/18

Ignored 
repeated work 
hour violations 

Needham Experience

Informal 
Community 
Outreach

75%
11/30/17

100%
12/28/17

Comments on 
75% design
12/14/17

Revisions to 100% design 
submitted to Town

2/6/18

Forced change 
in route
6/27/17

2016 2017 2018

Ineffective 
oversight

Design Submissions



Needed:
Structural protection of local community 
interests in the formal process



Improved notice procedures may have a marginal 
impact. 

Notices should 
► come much earlier, 
► be more frequent, and 
► provide more explicit guidance.



The inherent problems of these proceedings 
cannot be cured with better notice alone.
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