
   

 

   

 

 

 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS  

ENERGY FACILITIES SITING BOARD   

https://www.mass.gov/info-

details/crystal-spring-extension-

project 

 

NOTICE OF FILING AND REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 

 

EFSB 25-03/D.P.U. 24-93/24-94         NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 

 

On June 4, 2024, NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy (“Eversource”) filed with 

the Department of Public Utilities a petition seeking:  (i) pursuant to G.L. c. 164, § 72, approval 

to construct, operate and maintain an approximately three-mile extension to an existing 21-mile, 

115 kilovolt overhead transmission line (“Line 112”) along an existing right-of-way (“ROW”) 

between Eversource’s Mendall Road Tap in Acushnet and the Crystal Spring Substation located 

on Company-owned property at 26R Crystal Spring Road in Mattapoisett (“New Line 

Extension”), and (ii) pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, § 3, individual and comprehensive zoning 

exemptions from the operation of the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of Mattapoisett regarding the 

proposed expansion of the Crystal Spring Substation (“the Substation” and “Substation 

Expansion”) needed to accommodate the New Line Extension.  The New Line Extension and the 

Substation Expansion are collectively “the Project.” A description and map of the New Line 

Extension and Substation Expansion appear below. 

In September of 2024, Eversource distributed notice of its request, and the Department 

conducted a hybrid public comment hearing on the Company’s request on September 26, 2024.  

Because of recent legislation, the Department no longer has authority over the proceeding, and 

such authority is now transferred to the Energy Facilities Siting Board (“Siting Board”).  

Because the Siting Board is now overseeing this matter, Eversource is providing this Notice and 

an additional opportunity to comment on the Project.  All prior comments (oral and written) and 

materials in the former Department docket remain effective, and should not be resubmitted. 

The Siting Board invites written comments on the Project.  Written comments are due March 

28, 2025.  Please follow the filing instructions below. 

 

The Siting Board will review the Project to determine:  (1) whether the Project is necessary, 

serves the public convenience, and is consistent with the public interest under G.L. c. 164, § 72; 

and (2) whether the zoning exemptions should be granted, and if the proposed use of the Parcel is 

reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public, pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, § 3. 
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Project Description 

 

The New Line Extension is approximately three miles in length and extends easterly on existing 

Eversource ROW 142 from the Mendall Road Tap in Acushnet to the Crystal Spring Substation in 

Mattapoisett.  The New Line Extension will span Mendall Road in Acushnet and Long Plain Road, 

Tinkham Lane, Crystal Spring Road and an access drive extending from Hereford Hill Road to a 

municipal pumping station in Mattapoisett.  The New Line Extension will be a single circuit 

installed on approximately 26 new weathering steel structures consisting predominantly of H-

frame structures. One three-pole structure and a single monopole will replace the existing H-frame 

structures outside of Crystal Spring Substation.  For its entire length, the New Line Extension will 

parallel Line 114, an existing 115 kV transmission line located on ROW 142.  The existing fenced 

area of the Crystal Spring Substation is 8,300 square feet.  To accommodate the New Line 

Extension, the Substation will be expanded by approximately 36,700 square feet, resulting in a 

Substation footprint of approximately 45,000 square feet. 

 

The following equipment will be installed inside the expanded fence line of the Substation: two 

115 kV dead-end A-frame structures, 65 feet high; six 115 kV transformers mounted within A-

frame structures; one 115 kV bus section; a chain-link fence; control cable, grounding, 115 kV 

leads and taps; two 115 kV circuit switchers; two 37/50/62.5 MVA, 115/13.2 kV transformers (one 

of which replaces the existing transformer); two enclosed 13.2 kV series reactors; two 150 kVA 

station service transformers; underground connections for; one medium voltage switchgear 

enclosure; one 115 kV disconnect switch and two 115 kV line disconnect switches; two 13.2 kV 

capacitor banks; and four shielding masts, each 65 feet in height.  

 

The Company states that the Project is needed for the Company to maintain a reliable electric 

power system and to enable distributed generation facilities to safely interconnect and operate.   

 

The figure below shows the route for the New Line Extension and the location of the Crystal 

Spring Substation. 

 

Filing Instructions 

Written comments on the Project must be filed with the Siting Board in electronic format, by email 

or email attachment, to dpu.efiling@mass.gov; and to Daniel.W.Keleher@mass.gov by the close 

of business on March 28, 2025.  The text of the e-mail must specify: (1) the docket numbers of 

the proceeding (EFSB 25-03/D.P.U. 24-93/24-94); (2) the name, title, and telephone number of the 

person submitting the comments.  

Public Review of the Company’s Petition 

A detailed description of the Project is electronically available via the Siting Board’s webpage 

for the Project and Petition.  You can access the webpage by scanning the QR code above.  In 

addition, electronic copies of the Petition and attachments have been provided to the Town 

Clerks of the Towns of Acushnet and Mattapoisett.  The Company also maintains a webpage for 

the Project: https://www.eversource.com/content/residential/about/transmission-

distribution/projects/massachusetts-projects/der-projects/marion-fairhaven/line-112-crystal-

spring.   
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Hard copies of the Company’s petitions, including all attachments, are available for public 

inspection at the following locations: 

• Department of Public Utilities, One South Station, 3rd floor, Boston, MA 02110 

• Town Clerk, Town of Mattapoisett, 16 Main St, Mattapoisett, MA 02739 

• Town Clerk, Town of Acushnet, 22 Main St, Acushnet, MA 02743 

• Mattapoisett Library, 7 Barstow St, Mattapoisett, MA 02739 

• Acushnet Public Library, 232 Middle Rd, Acushnet, MA 02743 

For periodic updates please visit the Siting Board’s webpage for this proceeding found at: 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/crystal-spring-extension-project.    

 

This figure shows the route for the New Line Extension and the location of the Crystal Spring 

Substation. 

 

 

Non-discrimination Notice 

The Energy Facilities Siting Board (“EFSB”) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, disability, age, sex, income, ethnicity, class, disability, religious creed or belief, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, genetic information, English language proficiency or ancestry 

in administration of its programs or activities.    See https://www.mass.gov/info-details/efsb-non-

discrimination-notice-and-grievance-procedure. 
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Contact Information: 

If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect to an EFSB program or 

activity, you may contact the non-discrimination coordinator identified below to learn how and 

where to file a complaint of discrimination.  If you have any questions about this notice or any of 

EFSB’s non-discrimination programs, policies or procedures, you may contact: 

Melixza Esenyie 

Non-Discrimination Coordinator 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

100 Cambridge Street, Boston MA 02114 

Phone: 617-626-1282 

Email: eeadiversity@mass.gov 

Accommodation Requests  

Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities (e.g., Braille, large print, electronic 

files, audio format) are available upon request.  To submit a request for an accommodation, 

please contact Melixza Esenyie, Non-Discrimination Coordinator by electronic mail 

at eeadiversity@mass.gov or telephone at 617-626-1282.  In your communication, please 

include a description of the request in as much detail as possible and a way she can contact you if 

she needs more information.  Please allow at least one week (7 days) advance notice.  Last 

minute requests will be accepted, but we may be unable to fulfill the request. 

Contact 

For further information about the proceeding, please contact the Hearing Officer: 

Daniel W. Keleher, Hearing Officer 

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities  

One South Station 

Boston, MA 02110 

617-305-3623 

Daniel.W.Keleher@mass.gov 

mailto:eeadiversity@mass.gov
mailto:eeadiversity@mass.gov

